PRINTS OF PEACE
February 2018
Sow the seed in Word and deed; lead and feed and give heed to human need.

The limited power of ashes
“The cross, with which the ashes are
traced upon us, is the sign of Christ’s victory over death,” wrote Thomas Merton.
“The words ‘Remember that thou art dust
and that to dust thou shalt return’ are not
to be taken as the quasi-form of a kind of
‘sacrament of death’ … It might be good
stoicism to receive a mere reminder of our
condemnation to die, but it is not Christianity.”
We structure our Ash Wednesday worship
with the imposition of ashes early on.
Then their dusty symbolism is supplanted
by the forgiveness-flavored bread and
wine of Holy Communion. Yet even if the
service were laid out differently, remember that ashes mark you only temporarily.
Jesus’ resurrection — and the empty cross
of victory — assures you already of everlasting life, which begins now.

The Prints of Peace newsletter is published monthly by:
Peace Evangelical Lutheran Church, 5615 SW 14th Street, Des Moines, IA 50315
Peter C. Wegner, Pastor (515.778.5205)
Valerie Boeck, Parish Worker
Church office: 515.285.3769
Email: peace@peacedsm.com
Website: www.Peacedsm.com
This is your newsletter. We welcome all your comments, criticism, letters, articles, questions and whatever else
you might have for the newsletter. We would like to thank all those who have contributed articles and who shared
their time for this month’s issue.

Souper Bowl of Caring
February 3-4, 2018

WHAT IS SOUPER BOWL OF CARING?
The "Souper Bowl of Caring" is an effort to
glorify God and care for "the least of these our
brothers" by encouraging people to give at least one
dollar each as they leave worship on Super Bowl
Weekend – February 3-4.
WHEN AND WHERE DID THE "SOUPER
BOWL" START?
The effort began with the Senior High
Youth Fellowship of Spring Valley Presbyterian
Church in Columbia, S. C. in 1990. The partnership
has grown from 22 churches the first year to 11,300
con-gregations representing every U.S. State and
Canada generating $2.5 million this past year. Over
$7 million has been raised since the effort became
national in 1993.
WHO MAY PARTICIPATE?
Everyone! The Souper Bowl began in response to God's love. We are grateful to all who
join with us in "loving God and ... loving neighbor"
in this simple but a significant way.
All proceeds are designated to
the special ministries of the
Board of Human Care Ministry.
So simple, yet so significant.

Our last Blood Drive was on
December 13, 2017 and was
very successful. The first Blood
Drive for 2018 will be on February 27, 2018 between the hours of 3:00pm and
6:30pm. We hope to start the new year with a
large number of registered donors. You can
complete the registration slip that will be in the
bulletin shortly and place it in the offering plate
or leave it in the office. This would be a great
help. In addition, you can go on line at
www.liveservebloodcenter.org or call Chuck
Helmuth at 244-9889 to register.
Remember to get plenty of rest, drink plenty of
fluids the night before the drive and leading up
to the donation. Also eat a good meal as you
should not donate on an empty stomach. Invite
your friends, family members and co-workers.
With your participation we can start the year
with another successful Blood Drive and help
sustain or save lives.

Friendship WEEKEND
February 10-11, 2018
Because of Jesus’ love for you, won’t you
share your love with family and friends
and invite them to our Friendship Weekend celebration.
Where Do I Begin?
Pray: Pray regularly that God will bless your friend and your
friendship. Pray that God will open the door for the Gospel. “Pray …
that God will open to us a door for the word” (Colossians 4:3).
Build: Intentionally build up that friendship. Spend time together,
remember birthdays and anniversaries. Share your times of joy and
celebration with your friend. Seek ways to help and encourage your
friend. “Some friends play at friendship, but a true friend sticks closer than
one’s nearest kin” (Proverbs 18:24).
Tell:
Be ready to share your faith with your friend. You can tell
how much you needed Jesus and how much He has done for you.
You need not “win an argument.” You need only to point to who Jesus is and what He has done for your friend. The Holy Spirit uses the
Gospel to call people to faith. We can trust Him. “Always be ready to
make your defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the
hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and reverence” (1 Peter 3:15).
Invite: Invite your friend to get to know Jesus better. You can do
this by offering a devotional booklet, tract or simple study guide. You
can invite him or her to come to a class, worship or some other event
with you. Invite gently, warmly and often. “Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb” (Revelation 19:9).
LUTHERAN WITNESS – It is time to renew or begin a subscription to
The Lutheran Witness – a monthly magazine of the Lutheran
Church Missouri Synod. 2018 cost of subscription is $22.67 for the
year. Deadline to place order is February 25, 2018. Please note on
the back of your registration card if you would like to renew or begin a
subscription. Please make checks out to Peace Ev. Lutheran Church
(noting check is designated to placing an order for The Lutheran
Witness.)
COMPASSIONTE CIRCLE OF FRIENDS –
Grieving the death of a loved one is difficult and
there are many factors in each death and loss
we experience. This free support group is open
to surviving friends and family of individuals.
This group will meet the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at
Peace Ev. Lutheran Church.

The Board of Stewardship invites you to contribute to the
COMPUTER FUND to help pay for the new office computer.
All contributions are greatly appreciated.

Giving God our Best Efforts
God has chosen to give each of us different gifts and abilities. Although the type of
gifts and the number of gifts will be different among us, the one constant that God
expects is a faithful effort to use our blessings to serve Him and others. "As each
has received a gift, use it to serve one another as good stewards of God 's varied
grace" (I Peter 4:10). God's gifts to us are to be used according to His will, and, because of God' s grace, we can do the work of the Lord.
In the Parable of the Talents (Matthew 25:14-30), a master (God) gave three servants different gifts. One received five talents, another two, and another one. It is not a person's talent which matters, but it is how that
person uses it that counts. God never demands from people abilities which he or she does not have. God does
demand that we use our abilities and possessions to the fullest extent. While we may not be equal in ability,
we have the ability of equality in effort.
In the parable, we see that the reward for work well done is still more work to do. The two servants who had
done their work well are not told to lean back and take it easy because they have done well. Rather, they are
given greater tasks and greater responsibilities in the work of the master. The productive servants receive even
more of the master's property. The reward of work well done is not rest, but more work.
The servant with the one talent did not lose his talent, but he simply did nothing with it. In response to the
master, the one-talent servant said, "I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have
what is yours." (Verse 25). By not doing anything with his talent, the servant will lose his opportunity to be
of further service to the master. What a terrible sentence he heard, when the master said, "So take the talent
from him and give it to him who has the ten talents" (Verse 28). It is always a temptation to believe that we
have so little so it is not even worthwhile to try. It is a mistake not to use what we have been given to offer for
the common good.
As Christians, we are called into ministry. We are God's representatives who are called to serve. May we all
by faith understand that God is the source of all that we are and have, and that He has provided us with our
gifts and abilities to serve Him and His people. When we tap into His strength and guidance, we will hear Him
say to us, "Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much.
Enter into the joy of your Master" (Verse 23).
Peace and joy in the Lord –
Pastor Wegner

Ash Wednesday prayer
Merciful God, you
called us forth
from the dust of
the earth; you
claimed us for
Christ in the waters of baptism.
Look upon us as
we enter these Forty Days bearing
the mark of ashes,
and bless our journey through the desert of Lent
to the font of rebirth. May our fasting be hunger
for justice; our alms, a making of peace; our
prayer, the chant of humble and grateful hearts.
—Catholic Household Blessings and Prayers

What is Lent?
It is forty days of stripping down to the living essentials;
It is forty days of facing truth about one’s self-indulgent
evasions; It is forty days of fellowshiping with Christ in
the desert; It is forty days of rejoicing in God’s mercy
and forgiveness.

2018 CALENDARS from Luther Park are now available and
located on the back tables. Please take 1 or more for yourself,
family and friends.

''O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; for His
steadfast love endures forever!" (Psalm 118:1).

2018 FLOWER CHART and ETERNAL CANDLE CHART are
located in the Narthex. Cost of Flowers for 2018 is $25.50 and
you may take your flowers home with you following the
10:30am service. Cost of Eternal Candle for 2017 is $6.00.
Sign up today to reserve your date.

A healthy baby is born, and parents, relatives, and
friends give thanks to the Lord Who gave the life. A
loved one dies, maybe at an old age, maybe in the prime
of life, maybe in his youth, and family and friends give
thanks to the Lord Who gives not only physical life, but
spiritual life that extends even into eternity. Our Lord is
with us at our beginning and at our ending. Isn' t it fitting that the psalmist begins and ends his hymn with
the same words: "Give thanks to the Lord, for He is
good; His steadfast love endures forever"?
Have you enjoyed financial success this year?
"Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; His steadfast
love endures forever."
Have you suffered financial setbacks this year?
"Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; His steadfast
love endures forever."
Has your family enjoyed good health and emotional
well being this year?
"Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; His steadfast
love endures forever."
Have you endured pain or even the loss of a loved one
this year?
"Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; His steadfast
love endures forever."
This litany could go on (as Psalm 136 does), but we get
the point. "...Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is
the will of God in Christ Jesus for you," wrote the
Apostle Paul (l Thessalonians 5:18). And how can we
not, for, even in the most difficult of circumstances, our
loving Father is with us and His Son has been there before us, having joyfully endured temptation and sorrow
and grief, the depth of which we will never have to endure. "Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; His
steadfast love endures forever!"

STEWARDSHIP CORNER: Because of what Jesus has done
for us, we are redeemed people with infinite value. Our inherent value does not come from who we are, but from Whose we
are. "Behold, I have engraved you on the palms of My
hands" (Isaiah 49:16a). God pours out His love upon us as a
father pours out love upon his children. Although each person
responds differently to the love that God gives, God's love is
consistent and unwavering. Christians are people who believe
that our lives are good gifts from God. We live our lives in response to God's marvelous love shown on the cross.

10 biblical ways to love
1. Listen without interrupting. “To answer before
listening — that is folly and shame” (Proverbs
18:13).
2. Speak without accusing. “Be quick to listen,
slow to speak and slow to become angry” (James
1:19)
3. Give without selfishness. “The righteous give
without sparing” (Proverbs 21:26).
4. Pray without ceasing. “We have not stopped
praying for you” (Colossians 1:9).
5. Answer without arguing. “Better a dry crust with
peace and quiet than a house full of feasting,
with strife” (Proverbs 17:1).
6. Share without pretending. “Speaking the truth in
love, we will grow to become in every respect
the mature body of … Christ” (Ephesians 4:15).
7. Enjoy without complaining. “Do everything
without grumbling or arguing” (Philippians
2:14).
8. Trust without wavering. “[Love] always protects,
always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres”
(1 Corinthians 13:7).
9. Forgive without punishing. “Forgive as the Lord
forgave you” (Colossians 3:13).
10. Promise without forgetting. “A longing fulfilled
is a tree of life” (Proverbs 13:12).

Taking Control of your Money
Our Heavenly Father gives us money, and, through
His Word, imparts truths on how we are to manage it.
Of all the gifts God entrusts to us, money is probably
the one that we have the most difficulty in managing
according to God's purposes. As His stewards, we are
called to be wise in the handling of money and faithful
in its use. Money is such an integral part of our lives
that we need to spend sufficient time to comprehend
how it affects both our material and spiritual lives.
Jesus knows that money and material possessions are
very necessary for our lives. He also knows that money and material things are more likely than anything
else to replace God at the center of our hearts. Jesus
said, "No one can serve two masters...You cannot
serve God and money" (Matthew 6:24). In order to
live lives that bring glory to God, we must control our
money-lest our money control us.
Prayer: Dear Lord, I thank You for all my blessings
especially Your love and goodness to me. Help me to
share Your love within me to those around me. Help
me to manage faithfully all that You entrust to me. In
Jesus' precious and holy name I pray. Amen.

Giving Magnifies the Lord
When we give our gifts to the Lord, we need to be
mindful that our gifts to the Lord return only a small
portion of His blessings to us. God continually meets
our needs, comforts and watches over us, and, most
important, gives us new life. In our giving, we should
be especially aware not only of the many blessings effected by our gifts, but of His many blessings we receive. Giving can be a helpful reminder to us of the
blessings God has given. Through our faithful giving,
we give God thanks, worship, and glory. As Rev. Stephen Olford, who was a 20th century Christian leader,
aptly states, "Giving satisfies the soul, edifies the
church, and magnifies the Lord."
Prayer: Dear Lord, thank You for Your endless generosity to me. I am so blessed, especially with Your
love, grace, and mercy. Help me to show my thankfulness in my generosity to You. In Jesus' holy name I
pray. Amen.

Love Prompts Action
In I John 4:19 we read, "We love because He first loved us." Because God
loved us so much that He would give
His Son for us (John 3:16), we, too, can
love. And just as Christ's love for us led
Him to labor for us through His passion,
His death, and His victorious resurrection, so we,
too, are prompted by our love for Him and others
to labor.
God expects that the love He "lavishes" on us will
naturally flow out of us into others. Real love is
evidenced by action, both in labors of love to fellow believers and to our neighbors as well
(Galatians 6:10).
Christian stewardship should never consist of only
occasional activities, but is rather a steady and increasing outflow that shares God's love in us with
others. By grace, our giving, helping, and serving
are joyful expressions of gratitude motivated by
love because of what God has given to us and done
for us. The love of Jesus strengthened in us by the
Holy Spirit, through Word and Sacrament, flows
through us so we can show love to people around
us

“What Do I Have?”
What do I have, Lord, that you would need me as a
servant?
Eyes, he said, to see the beauty in all that I’ve
made — and my children as they travel life’s highway.
Hands, he said, to reach out and touch hurting
souls, to give a hug or encouraging pat on the back.
Feet, he said, to lead my children through this
world of strife and to help them run from sin and
follow me.
Mouth, he said, to lift up your voice and sing praises to me so others may hear the joy in your heart.

Ears, he said, to listen to my still, small voice of
love and to hear my children when they cry for
help.
Heart, he said, so you may know the full love of
my Spirit and love my children as I have loved
you.
—Thomas Butler

Join us beginning February 14, 2018

Experience

the Season of Lent

THY WILL BE DONE
“Not as I will, but as you will,” Jesus prayed to his Father the night before he went to the cross for our salvation. And that is our prayer as well this Lent as we seek to do God’s will in our lives, as we draw near to the
observance of Christ’s suffering, death and resurrection during Holy Week. Each service in the series focuses
on a different aspect of God’s will at work among us. Biblical characters are used as insightful reference points
each week to guide us in following our Lord more nearly day by day.
(Each service begins at 7:00 p.m.)
February 14 — Ash Wednesday — God’s Will and God’s Promise • Abraham and
Isaac
By faith, Abraham trusted the will of God when he promised that a son
would be born to him. God’s will was done when that son, Isaac, was born, and
God’s will was done when his Son, Jesus, came into the world to redeem his people.
February 21 — Week 1— God’s Will and My Inadequacy • Moses
At first, Moses did not think he could free the Israelites from slavery in
Egypt. But God gave him confidence to set his people free. In Lent we remember
that God sent his Son to do his will and set all people free from the slavery of sin.
February 28 — Week 2 — God’s Will and My Dreams • David
Anointed by God to rule in Israel, King David followed God’s will to shepherd his people, but often failed to live up to God’s dream for him. We welcome the
Good Shepherd into our lives who fulfills God’s dream perfectly to gather his wandering sheep into the sheepfold of heaven.
March 7 — Week 3 — God’s Will and My Identity • Mary
In humility, Mary dutifully accepted the role God had given her to become
the mother of our Savior. That Son would later accept his role, faithfully following the path his Father had in
mind for him to save us all.
March 14 — Week 4 — God’s Will and My Worldview • Paul
On the road to Damascus, Paul had his worldview turned upside down when God called him to preach
the name of the Christ he had been persecuting. We follow God’s will by putting the crucified Christ at the center of our worldview.TW9 7
March 21 — Week 5 — God’s Will and My Response • Lydia
Lydia followed the will of God by responding in faith and hospitality when the Gospel message of
Christ’s sacrifice was preached to her. We follow the will of God by responding in love and service to one another in return for what Christ has done for us.
Each Wednesday worship is preceded by a light Lenten supper. Please join us each
week of Lent (beginning February 14) for both the supper and service.
Blessed Lent

Seeking a Relationship with God

Because God First Loved Us

When we look for meaning and purpose in our
lives, we often tend to look in the wrong places,
in the wrong directions. We seek to change he
externals.
Maybe we need a better job, a
different place to live, some new toys in our
lives, maybe even a new husband or wife, a new
family. Somehow we don't get it; we don't understand that we've been created by God to glorify Him, to serve
Him, to have fellowship with Him. We don't realize or care that
He created us for a relationship with Him.

Each February, we celebrate Valentine' s Day so
we associate this month with love. Sharing valentines with loved ones is a wonderful way to express love to our family members and friends. As
Christians, we know the occasion that marks the
greatest gift of love is celebrated at Christmas
when Jesus came into the world as a servant and
took upon Himself our sin and the sins of the
whole world. Jesus was willing to give up His
Heavenly realm and glory to become one of us
and then suffer and die for us.

Besides having our own sinful nature keep us from putting God
first, we live in a world that wants to focus on the power, position, prestige and everything else that the world has to give to us.
A movie star said, "I have money, I've got beauty, I've got charm
and personality, I've got it all. I should be the happiest person
in the whole wide world, but, instead, I'm among the most
miserable." There are countless lottery winners who have reported
that their lives have become miserable after they won the lottery.
You see, we desperately need God, but, somehow, our old selfish
rebellious natures don't want that. We don' t want to recognize
that; we want to fight against that. Billy Graham said, "The more
knowledge we acquire, the less wisdom we seem to have. The
more economic security we gain, the less secure we seem to become. The more pleasures we seem to enjoy, the less satisfied we
are.” May God help us all to find fulfillment and satisfaction
through a relationship with Him.
Prayer: Dear Lord, grant me a steadfast faith to withstand the
temptations of my flesh and the world. Help me to see that all I
need is in You. In Jesus' name I pray. Amen.

Our new home
A preacher who had always feared death
felt powerless to comfort others who were
facing it. Toward the end of his life, he
moved to another house. When all the
furniture had been packed, he lingered in
the home where he’d raised his children
and prepared many sermons. An assistant
interrupted those reflections by saying, “Everything’s gone, sir,
but the new house is better than this one. Come away.”
The preacher never forgot this lesson. God has prepared for his
children a home infinitely better than earth — “an eternal house in
heaven, not built by human hands” (2 Corinthians 5:1, NIV).

The love of Jesus is far more wondrous than we
can ever imagine. The Apostle Paul prayed that
we would be filled with the Holy Spirit "so that
Christ may dwell in [our] hearts through faiththat [we], being rooted and grounded in love, may
have strength to comprehend with all the saints
what is the breadth and length and height and
depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that [we] may be filled with all the
fullness of God" (Ephesians 3:17-19).
God loves us so much that He was willing to send
His Son to suffer and die on our behalf (John
3:16). The Apostle John said it so well: "We love
because He first loved us" (l John 4:19). One of
the best ways we can respond out of gratitude for
that wondrous love is through our faithful stewardship. Stewardship is love in action. God's love
for us prompts us to love others. The Holy Spirit
opens our hearts and minds so
we experience God's love and
equips and makes us eager to
show our love through our
deeds and words.

A repentant heart
Until we taste the bitterness of our own misery, we will never relish the sweetness of
God’s mercy. Until we see how foul our sins
have made us, we will never pay our tribute
of praise to Christ for washing us. … If you
would know the heart of your sin, then you
must know the sins of your heart!
—William Secker

General Fund information as of December 31, 2017
General Fund Balance on 12/1/2017

1,582.16

General Fund Balance on 1/1/2017

8,266.80

Receipts for December

31,656.96

Year-to-date receipts

189,248.97

Disbursements for December

15,630.96

Year-to-date disbursements

179,907.61

Balance 12/31/2017

17,608.16

Balance 12/31/2017

17,608.16

In November 2014 Voters authorized obtaining a line of credit to be used to prevent the General Fund from borrowing net new funds
added to the Dedicated Funds since 9/1/2014. No funds have been borrowed on a line of credit through 11/30/2017.

+ Christian Symbol +
Lark

Birds became prominent in Christian art during the
Medieval and Renaissance eras. The lark came to
symbolize the humility of the priesthood because it
flies high and sings only when flying upward.
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Help fill our
FOOD PANTRY
We need the following:
Cereal (dry & hot)
Pancake mix & Syrup
Peanut Butter & Jelly
Can soups/Crackers
Canned Fruit
Canned meat (spam, tuna fish, chicken, beef)
Spaghetti Sauce
Boxed/Canned Dinners
Instant Rice
Instant Mashed Potatoes/Gravy mix
Powdered milk
Ravioli
Spaghetti O’s
Boxed Mac & Cheese
Diced Tomatoes
Tomato Sauce

Any non-perishable item!!
Thank you for your support,
The Board of Human Care Ministry
"Many things I have tried to grasp
and have lost. That which I have
placed in God's hands, I still have."
-Martin Luther
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Richard Nehring
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Dakota DeForest
Roger Sanders
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Reagan Welch
2/23
K. C. Reed
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Cynthia Beard
Mike Sheets
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David Wegner
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Herschel & Nancy Roberts

15 years

SERVING THE LORD THIS MONTH
LAY MINISTRY
2/3
Bob Walton
2/4
Ron Harder & Ken Drewes (reader: Art Prouty)
2/10
Bob Walton
2/11
Chuck Helmuth (reader: Roger Wheatley)
2/14
Ron Harder (Ash Wednesday — 7pm)
2/17
Bob Walton
2/18
Ken Drewes & Ron Harder (reader: Art Prouty)
2/24
Bob Walton
2/25
Chuck Helmuth (reader: Roger Wheatley)
ACOLYTE
2/3
Usher
2/4
Usher & Geralyn Anderson
2/10
Kaylee Bingham
2/11
Usher & Aaron Larsen
2/14
Chris Miller (Ash Wednesday—7pm)
2/17
Kaylee Bingham
2/18
Usher & Ally Page
2/21
Geralyn Anderson (Lent 1 — 7pm)
2/24
Kaylee Bingham
2/25
Chris Miller & Eva Handy
2/28
Aaron Larsen (Lent 2 — 7pm)
USHERS
8am: Mike Sheets, Dennis & Trudy McFall, Dan McReynolds
10:30am: Jan Scott, Don Clouse, Marti Good, Ken Drewes
2/14 Anna Belle Sheets, Dan McReynolds, Dennis & Trudy McFall
2/21 Ron & Kathy Harder, Marti Good, Anna Belle Sheets
2/28 Mike Grubb, Chuck Helmuth, Elvin Irons, Art Prouty
FINANCE COMMITTEE TEAM
8am: Anna Belle Sheets & 10:30am: Roger Wheatley
ALTAR GUILD
Saturday: Denise Clouse – Sunday: Kathy Harder & Marti Good

GREETERS
8am: Dennis & Trudy McFall

10:30am: Ken & Barb Drewes

EVANGELISM
2/4
Barb Drewes & Chuck Helmuth
2/11
Dan Beattie & Melissa Hill
2/18
Barb Drewes & Chuck Helmuth
2/25
Dan Beattie & Melissa Hill
FLOWERS
2/4
Carol Long
2/11 & 2/18 OPEN
2/25
John & Jara Sanders
ETERNAL CANDLE
2/4
Linda Healy
2/11 & 2/25 OPEN
2/18
Ron & Kathy Harder

Let us raise a standard to which the wise
and honest can repair; the rest is in the
hands of God.
—George Washington
God carries your picture in his wallet.
—Tony Campolo
“Faith doesn’t get us out of trouble; faith
gets us through it.” —Anonymous
“One of the sanest, surest and most generous joys of life comes from being happy over
the good fortune of others.”
—Archibald Rutledge

Always set a place in your life for
the unexpected guest.

