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Sow the seed in Word and deed; lead and feed and give heed to human need.

Rewoven
After Jen Hatmaker’s dog shredded an
heirloom baby blanket, she piled up the
dirty yarn and asked her mother-in-law
to somehow reassemble the original. In
Of Mess and Moxie (Nelson Books),
Hatmaker explains how this is a picture
of God’s sovereign work.
When our lives are tattered by sin and
suffering, God doesn’t start from
scratch or create a replica. Instead, he
uses the original threads to reweave a
stronger version and to restore beauty.
(Interestingly, when Joseph tells his
brothers in Genesis 50:20 [ESV], “You
meant evil against me, but God meant
it for good,” the word meant is Hebrew
for wove.)
“Nothing bears a better witness than
watching God resurrect someone’s
life,” writes Hatmaker. “That is a God
who folks want to know, a God worth
his glory.”

The Prints of Peace newsletter is published monthly by:
Peace Evangelical Lutheran Church, 5615 SW 14th Street, Des Moines, IA 50315
Peter C. Wegner, Pastor (515.778.5205)
Valerie Boeck, Parish Worker
Church office: 515.285.3769
Email: peace@peacedsm.com
Website: www.Peacedsm.com
This is your newsletter. We welcome all your comments, criticism, letters, articles, questions and whatever else
you might have for the newsletter. We would like to thank all those who have contributed articles and who shared
their time for this month’s issue.

EASTER LILY
Cost: $10.00
Deadline:
Sunday, March 18, 2018
Sign-up sheets are located in the Narthex. Please
make checks payable to Peace – noting amount
for Easter Lily. Thank you.

Spaghetti Supper
Saturday, March 3, 2018
5:00 p.m.—6:30 p.m.
Peace Ev. Lutheran Church
5615 SW 14th Street
Des Moines, Iowa
515-285-3769

Advance ticket seating times:
5:00pm—5:30pm—6:00pm—6:30pm
Ticket Cost: Adults (11 & over) $8.00 [in advance]
$9.00 at the door
Kids (4-10)
$4.00 [in advance]
$5.00 at the door
Kids under 4 free when accompanied by a paying adult.

Come for Church service (5:00pm) and stay for supper!

Funds raised will be used for medical expenses.
Contact the church office (285-3769)
for tickets.

COMPASSIONTE CIRCLE OF FRIENDS –
Grieving the death of a loved
one is difficult and there are
many factors in each death and
loss we experience. This free
support group is open to surviving friends and family of individuals. This group
will meet the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 7:00
p.m. at Peace Ev. Lutheran Church.

The Board of Stewardship invites you to contribute to the COMPUTER FUND to help pay for
the new office computer. All contributions are
greatly appreciated. We are still $1,000.00
short of our goal.
SPAGHETTI SUPPER SIGN-UP SHEETS are
located on the back tables. VOLUNTEERS ARE
NEEDED! There are a number of opportunities to
help with the dinner: serving, set-up, take down or
monetary donations for food purchases. Please
help out! Many hands make light the load.
2018 CALENDARS from Luther Park are now
available and located on the back tables. Please
take 1 or more for yourself, family and friends.
2018 FLOWER CHART and ETERNAL CANDLE
CHART are located in the Narthex. Cost of Flowers for 2018 is $25.50 and you may take your
flowers home with you following the 10:30am
service. Cost of Eternal Candle for 2018 is $6.00.
Sign up today to reserve your date.

LENTEN SUPPER SCHEDULE:
Prior to Lenten service a Lenten Supper will be served at 5:30 p.m.
March 7
Board of Evangelism — Pulled Pork
March 14
Board of Lay Ministry — Chili
March 21
Boards of Stewardship & Public Relations — Meatloaf
March 29
Board of Church Properties — Lasagna
March 30
Boards if Christian Education & Youth plus Sunday School — Beef Burgers
April 1 (Easter) LWML Breakfast

Are You a Giver or a Taker?
Even though we know that God wants us to give generously and, when we do, we
derive great joy from our giving, oddly enough, we still often hold back in our giving. Perhaps some of our reluctance to give stems from a fear that something will
happen, and we will need that money we've given away. This is simply lack of
faith, isn't it? God promises to provide for our needs, but we're just riot sure He
means it.
A second reason for not giving is that, through most of our lives, we've gotten into
the habit of taking rather than giving. We have become more comfortable in acquiring things not giving things away. We are taught how to get friends, how to influence people, how to make money, how to invest so that we make more money, and how to hold on to things.
Yes, it is natural that many of us are more skilled in getting and keeping than in giving.
By God's grace, we don't have to remain selfish hoarders of God's gifts to us. As we read and study God's
Word, we must be struck by His giving nature, starting with His very Son! "For God so loved the world, that
He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life" (John 3:16).
Through His perfect life, death, resurrection, and ascension, He has given us all we need. "He Who did spare
His own Son but gave Him up for us all, how will He not also with Him graciously give us all
things?" (Romans 8:32). Through His Word, we are given confidence that He will provide for all our needs
(Matthew 6:25-34); we're promised that He will always be with us (Hebrews 13:5; Matthew 28:20). He has
promised to give us joy in our giving (2 Corinthians 8:1-5).
God frees us from the selfishness and fear that keep our hands clenching our wallets and opens our hearts to
give as we've received: "Freely you have received, freely give" (Matthew 10:8 NIV). Prompted by the Holy
Spirit to give generously and cheerfully, we begin to understand why Jesus said, "It is more blessed to give
than to receive" (Acts 20:35).
Lenten blessings be yours in the name of Christ our crucified Lord.
Peace –
Pastor Wegner

Spoiler alert

Dispelling the darkness

In these days of DVRs and streaming programming,
it’s common courtesy to warn people before discussing a show’s plot or ending. How frustrating to inadvertently hear how a much-anticipated drama concludes!

On Good Friday, many churches hold a Tenebrae
worship service. Tenebrae (Latin for “darkness”
or “shadows”) is an ancient Christian tradition
that re-creates the emotions of Jesus’ Passion and
death. The sanctuary gradually grows darker. A
strepitus (Latin for “loud noise”) may signify the
closing of Jesus’ tomb. As the service concludes,
a Christ candle stands alone on the altar, reminding worshipers that victory is coming on Easter
morning.

Knowing how everything ends is a blessing for Christians, however. Jesus’ victory over death gives us
hope and confidence for this life — and for the life to
come.
“The church does not pretend … that it does not know
what will happen with the crucified Jesus,” writes
Thomas Hopko in The Orthodox Faith. “It does not
sorrow and mourn over the Lord as if the church itself
were not the very creation which has been produced
from his wounded side and from the depths of his
tomb. All through [Holy Week] services, the victory
of Christ is contemplated and the resurrection is proclaimed.”
Indeed, Jesus’ followers know how his story — and
therefore our story — ends: in Easter life!

When Scottish missionary Peter Milne died in
1924, the thankful people he’d served in the
South Pacific inscribed this message on his headstone: “When he came, there was no light; when
he died, there was no darkness.”
Death’s darkness couldn’t conquer Jesus, the light
of the world, so it does not conquer us. “The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcome it” (John 1:5, ESV).

Experience

the Season of Lent

THY WILL BE DONE
“Not as I will, but as you will,” Jesus prayed to his Father the night before he went to the cross for our salvation. And that is our prayer as well this Lent as we seek to do God’s will in our lives, as we draw near to the
observance of Christ’s suffering, death and resurrection during Holy Week. Each service in the series focuses
on a different aspect of God’s will at work among us. Biblical characters are used as insightful reference points
each week to guide us in following our Lord more nearly day by day.
March 7 — Week 3 — God’s Will and My Identity • Mary
In humility, Mary dutifully accepted the role God had given her to become the mother of our Savior.
That Son would later accept his role, faithfully following the path his Father had in mind for him to save us all.
March 14 — Week 4 — God’s Will and My Worldview • Paul
On the road to Damascus, Paul had his worldview turned upside down when God called him to preach
the name of the Christ he had been persecuting. We follow God’s will by putting the crucified Christ at the center of our worldview.
March 21 — Week 5 — God’s Will and My Response • Lydia
Lydia followed the will of God by responding in faith and hospitality when the Gospel message of
Christ’s sacrifice was preached to her. We follow the will of God by responding in love and service to one another in return for what Christ has done for us.
Each Wednesday worship is preceded by a light Lenten supper. Please join us each week of Lent for both the
supper and the service.

HOLY WEEK
Sunday, March 25 — Palm Sunday (8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.)
God’s Will When We Are Not Willing
In this service for Palm Sunday, we remember that we are not always willing to do what God asks of us, but
in his Palm Sunday entry into Jerusalem, Christ reveals to us that even tough roads are worth traversing for the
good of the Kingdom.
Thursday, March 29 — Maundy Thursday (7:00 p.m.) — God’s Will and Joyful Service
In this service for Maundy Thursday, we remember that Christ asks his disciples to wash one another’s feet,
as he has washed theirs, for the joy that was set before him. Serving one another with joy is a tribute to him
who is the Servant of All.
Friday, March 30 — Good Friday (7:00 p.m.) — God’s Will Is Done
In this service for Good Friday, we remember that on the cross Christ followed through with the will
of God, crying out, “It is finished” as he breathed his last. This ultimate sacrifice serves as a model to look at
our lives as a holy sacrifice to him.

Sunday, April 1 — Easter Sunday (8:00 a.m.)
In this service for Easter Sunday, we remember that when Christ rose from the tomb, he opened the
door to a new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness dwells. God’s will for us as Easter people is to fix
our eyes on the new creation of perfect paradise prepared for us in heaven.
In Jesus’ name have a blessed Lent and a glorious Easter through Christ your Savior, who did the Father’s will.

God Wants to Use You

Making the common sacred

God uses people like us to impact the world. None of us is
worthy to be used by God, but He wants to use us. God uses
imperfect and unlikely people. His grace is greater than our
sin. He calls and chooses us so we go. In Scripture, we find
many unusual choices of people God used to fulfill His plans.
He called Moses, who had killed an Egyptian, to lead His
people from bondage. He chose David, who was a shepherd
boy, to become a king. Most of the disciples that Jesus
called were merely fishermen. He called ordinary people to
do extra-ordinary things. They were called to special service.
Are we ready to be used by God? God wants us to have the
attitude of Isaiah who said, "Here am I Send me" (Isaiah 6:8).
When God calls, our lives are in His hands. We are equipped
by His grace and embrace His mission on earth. He wants us
to be totally committed and available. We are to use more
than our money and our prayers. God wants our presence.
He wants our involvement. He wants us to be available. He
wants us to be His vehicles and channels through which He
works. May each of us ask the question, "What can I do for
my church and for God that will make a difference in the
lives of others?" God will show you opportunities for service.

Giving Is Healthy
A leading psychiatrist once said, "Generous people are rarely
emotionally or mentally ill." Giving to God and others allows
us the opportunity to forget about ourselves and focus on
others. Peyton Conway March said, "There is a wonderful
law of nature that the three things we crave most in life happiness, freedom, and peace of mind-are always attained
by giving them to someone else." Giving is not just a minor
influence on good health, but the key to physical and mental
well-being.

First Corinthians 10:31 (ESV) reminds us,
“Whether you eat or drink, or whatever you
do, do all to the glory of God.” Author E.M.
Bounds describes this mind-set as a “spirit of
devotion” that “puts God in all things … not
merely in our praying and churchgoing.”
He writes: “The spirit of devotion makes the
common things of earth sacred and the little
things great. With this spirit of devotion, we
go to business on Monday directed by the
very same influence, and inspired by the same
influences, by which we went to church on
Sunday. The spirit of devotion makes a Sabbath out of Saturday and transforms the shop
and the office into a temple of God.”

In God's hands
We are not the masters of our own destinies.
We are called to plan and strategize, to work
and live active lives, to attempt things that
are beyond us and tackle challenges that
stretch us to the limit. Yet the outcome of
our efforts, even our ability to exert ourselves, is always in God’s hands.
—Carolyn Custis James, The Gospel of Ruth

“Be who God meant you to be and you
will set the world on fire.”
—St. Catherine of Siena
General Fund information as of January 31, 2018
General Fund Balance on 1/1/2018

17,608.16

General Fund Balance on 1/1/2018

17,608.16

Receipts for January

11,694.69

Year-to-date receipts

11,694.69

Disbursements for January

17,853.11

Year-to-date disbursements

17,853.11

Balance 1/31/2018

11,449.74

Balance 1/31/2018

11,449.74

In November 2014 Voters authorized obtaining a line of credit to be used to prevent the General Fund from borrowing net new funds
added to the Dedicated Funds since 9/1/2014. No funds have been borrowed on a line of credit through 12/31/2017.

+ Christian Symbol +

Torch
The torch primarily represents the Passion
of Christ, perhaps because he was arrested
and tried during the night, when the Temple guard would have used torches for
light. The torch also can symbolize spiritual enlightenment, or martyrdom for the
sake of the gospel.

3/1
3/2
3/3
3/5
3/7
3/8

Heather Johnson
Lyn Wheatley
Matthew Grant
Jean Twelmeyer

Barb Drewes
Dan Foley

John Williams
3/10
Ron Harder
3/11
Adam Urlis
3/12
Sidney Dickey
3/13
Meredith Hodges
3/14
Mike Fowler

3/15
Michael Feller
3/17
Daniel Hodges
3/21
Payton Ayala
Valerie Boeck
Kaitlyn Jensen
Frances Klockentager
Jeremiah Shepherd
3/23
John Drewes
3/25
Bob Walton
3/26
Madison Drewes
3/28
Ed Shapard
3/30
Bonnie Wegner
3/31
Jesse Moehle
Madeline Wegner

Help fill our
FOOD PANTRY
We need the following:
Cereal (dry & hot)
Pancake mix & Syrup
Peanut Butter & Jelly
Can soups/Crackers
Canned Fruit
Canned meat (spam, tuna fish, chicken, beef)
Spaghetti Sauce
Boxed/Canned Dinners
Instant Rice
Instant Mashed Potatoes/Gravy mix
Powdered milk
Ravioli
Spaghetti O’s
Boxed Mac & Cheese
Diced Tomatoes
Tomato Sauce

Any non-perishable item!!
Thank you for your support,
The Board of Human Care Ministry

3/1

3/2
3/7
3/9

Wilma Bobenhouse
Jessica Davis
Tanner Lee
Joan Sanders
John Sanders
Natasha Grubb
Lyn Wheatley
Matthew Hodges

Leo Schuelke
Vickie Whipple
3/10
Zoey Husted
3/13
William Revell
3/14
Addison Husted

3/19
William Feller
Christopher O’Toole
Rebecca Sharpe
3/20
Brandon Sheets
3/23
Alexander Gordon
3/24
Jessica Baber
Ryan Baber
3/25
Jean Twelmeyer
3/28
Adriana Taylor
3/30
Debra Feller
Jade Handy
Joe Wyckoff

SERVING THE LORD THIS MONTH
LAY MINISTRY
3/3
Bob Walton
3/4 8am Bob Walton (reader: Art Prouty) - 10:30am Ron Harder & Ken Drewes
3/10
Bob Walton
3/11
Chuck Helmuth (reader: Roger Wheatley)
3/17
Bob Walton
3/18
Ken Drewes & Ron Harder (reader: Art Prouty)
3/24
Bob Walton
3/25
Chuck Helmuth (reader: Roger Wheatley)
3/29
Ken Drewes (Maundy Thursday — 7pm)
3/30
Bob Walton (Good Friday — 7pm)
3/31
Bob Walton
ACOLYTE
3/3
Usher
3/4
Chris Miller & Ally Page
3/7
Eva Handy (Lent 3 — 7pm)
3/10
Kaylee Bingham
3/11
Usher & Aaron Larsen
3/14
Chelsey Larsen (Lent 4 — 7pm)
3/17
Kaylee Bingham
3/18
Chris Miller & Chelsey Larsen
3/21
Ally Page (Lent 5 — 7pm)
3/24
Kaylee Bingham
3/25
Geralyn Anderson & Ally Page
3/29
Eva Handy (Maundy Thursday — 7pm)
3/30
Chris Miller (Good Friday — 7pm)
3/31
Usher
USHERS
8am: Chuck Helmuth, Art Prouty, Marilyn Rehbein, Marti Good
10:30am: Mike Grubb, Roger Wheatley, Ron & Kathy Harder
3/7
Chuck Helmuth, Mike Grubb, Anna Belle Sheets, Melissa Sanders
3/14 Roger Wheatley, Dan McReynolds, Don Clouse, Jan Scott
3/21 Elvin Irons, Ken Drewes, Mike Sheets, Marti Good
3/29 Jan Scott, Marilyn Rehbein, Anna Belle Sheets, Elvin Irons
3/30 Chuck Helmuth, Art Prouty, Dan McReynolds, Jan Scott
FINANCE COMMITTEE TEAM
8am: Elvin Irons – 10:30am: Ken Drewes & Marti Good
7pm: Anna Belle Sheets & Volunteer
ALTAR GUILD
Saturday: Carol Reese – Sunday: Marti Good & Mike Grubb
GREETERS
8am: Chuck Helmuth & Marti Good

10:30am: Ron & Kathy Harder

EVANGELISM
3/4
Chuck Helmuth & Mike Grubb
3/11
Dan Beattie & Melissa Hill
3/18
Barb Drewes & Mike Grubb
3/25
Dan Beattie & Melissa Hill
ETERNAL CANDLE
FLOWERS
3/4
Linda Healy
3/4
Ken & Barb Drewes
3/11 & 3/25 OPEN
3/11 & 3/25 OPEN
3/18
Don & Denise Clouse
3/18
Ron & Kathy Harder

