PRINTS OF PEACE
May 2018
Sow the seed in Word and deed; lead and feed and give heed to human need.

A Mother’s Day hymn
Sing praise to our Creator God!
Earth prospers from the way
God “mothers” each new child into
This world day after day.
God fabricates in motherhood
A channel from above
That longs to share with every child
God’s Comfort, Grace and Love!
Sing praise to our Creator God,
Who “mothers” us from birth!
Providing what we truly need
Throughout our lives on earth.
—Peggy Ferrell

The Prints of Peace newsletter is published monthly by:
Peace Evangelical Lutheran Church, 5615 SW 14th Street, Des Moines, IA 50315
Peter C. Wegner, Pastor (515.778.5205)
Valerie Boeck, Parish Worker
Church office: 515.285.3769
Email: peace@peacedsm.com
Website: www.Peacedsm.com
This is your newsletter. We welcome all your comments, criticism, letters, articles, questions and whatever else
you might have for the newsletter. We would like to thank all those who have contributed articles and who shared
their time for this month’s issue.

COMPASSIONTE CIRCLE OF FRIENDS –
Grieving the death of a loved one is difficult
and there are many factors in each death and
loss we experience. This free support group
is open to surviving friends and family of individuals. This
group will meet the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at
Peace Ev. Lutheran Church.

BLOOD DRIVE
Mark your calendars for the next Blood
Drive which will be conducted on June
19, 2018 between the hours of 2:30pm
and 5:30pm. Effective June 1st LifeServe Blood
Center will be starting a new staffing model that is
requiring some adjustments to our starting and ending times. We will be starting an hour earlier and
ending an hour earlier. I trust we can work with the
change in times. Look forward to having another
successful drive due to all your participation.

THE ALTAR GUILD NEEDS YOU! Our church
can only function with people who are willing to
serve. Jesus came to serve not to be served. We need
people to prepare the Lord’s Supper and clean up.
Who is willing to help? For more information or if
you have questions please contact Kathy Harder: 515285-4242.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

WE NEED USHERS! There are a number of opportunities for you to help. Please prayerfully consider
joining the usher team. For more information or if
you have questions please contact Jan Scott: 515-2859276.
2018 FLOWER CHART and ETERNAL CANDLE CHART are located in the Narthex. Cost of
Flowers for 2018 is $25.50 and you may take your
flowers home with you following the 10:30am service. Cost of Eternal Candle for 2018 is $6.00. Sign
up today to reserve your date.

2018 High School Graduates
Kylee Strong (East)
Will Feller (Lincoln)
Rebecca Sharpe (Norwalk)
Wyatt Shumaker (Lincoln)

You are invited to an “OPEN HOUSE” in celebration of Rebecca Sharpe’s graduation from Norwalk
High School on Saturday, May 26, 3:00—6:00pm,
312 Trevor Court, Norwalk.

Thanks, Mom!
At his graduation, a young man tasked with giving a
speech began reading from some notes. “I want to talk
about my mother and the wonderful influence she had
on my life,” he said. “She’s a shining example of
parenthood, and I love her more than words can ever
do justice.” The graduate then paused, appeared to
struggle a moment and looked up at the audience with
a mischievous smile. “It’s really hard to read my
mom’s handwriting,” he said.

LUTHERAN SUMMER
DAY CAMP
The end of the school year is quickly approaching. Do you need summer child care, or just want to give
your child(ren) a different, engaging, day-time experience? Mount Olive Lutheran School has 11 weeks of
summer camp for you to consider, with a new, educational theme each week (plus field trips), in a safe,
nurturing, Christian environment with licensed teachers. Attend one or two weeks, or use the camp as
your primary summer child care! A registered nurse
will be on duty during camp dates. Registration
forms with full camp details are available on the table
in the back of the church, or email the school
(lauren.prunty@molcs.org) to request an electronic
copy of the form. Forward the form to friends so kids
can attend camp together! Registration is now open
with limited space. Reserve your spots, and take the
mundane or hassel out of summer child care, with less
expense than other popular DSM summer day camps.

The Board of Stewardship invites you to contribute to the COMPUTER FUND to help pay 2018 ROSE CALENDARS from Luther Park are
for the new office computer. All contribu- now available and located on the back tables in the
Narthex. Please take 1 or more for yourself, family
tions are greatly appreciated.
and friends.

Stewards Led by the Holy Spirit
Because we are uplifted and sustained by the Holy Spirit, we can be faithful stewards. Without the Holy Spirit, we could not acknowledge Jesus as the Lord of our
lives or live our lives as God-pleasing stewards. The Apostle Paul wrote,
"Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking in the Spirit of God ever
says 'Jesus is accursed!' and no one can say 'Jesus is Lord' except in the Holy Spirit" (l Corinthians 12:3). By grace, then, as called and equipped believers, empowered by the Holy Spirit to be stewards, we can willingly serve as Sunday school
teachers, sing in the choir, serve as ushers, give generously, and spend time with the
lonely and sick. By our own reason or strength, we can't be the stewards God wants
us to be. In Christ, we are new creations (2 Corinthians 5:17). We may look the same on the outside, but inside we are different. The Holy Spirit continually reminds us that God initiates all things; our stewardship is a
response to what God has already done.
As faithful stewards, we are guided by the Holy Spirit. Our faithful stewardship begins when the Holy Spirit
indwells us, and we respond with a personal commitment to consecrate ourselves to Christ. In Christ, we can
become faithful stewards. Our stewardship goes beyond adherence to laws and traditions. We delight in serving our Lord. We do not see our stewardship as being compulsory; rather we see it as a privilege. Because the
Holy Spirit transforms us, we respond in a spontaneous manner. We do not have to be coerced into giving our
time, talents, and treasures. We give our gifts and ourselves cheerfully. As God's stewards, our eyes are
opened to see opportunities to serve. We no longer see what we have as belonging to us but as tools to be used
to extend God's kingdom. As we spend time in Word and receive the Sacrament, God fills our hearts with His
Spirit, and we stop putting ourselves first. God is now in control, and we become faithful stewards.
Come, Holy Spirit fill the hearts of your faithful people.
Peace –
Pastor Wegner

True victory

In the early Christian church, especially in the
East, it became customary to adorn the heads of
the newly baptized with flower garlands. The
practice was likely borrowed from secular society,
in which such wreaths symbolized victory and
joy. Just as the winners in sporting events wore
wreaths to celebrate their triumphs, new Christians donned them to represent the “crown of life”
promised to those who love God (James 1:12).
In athletics, all participants must work hard and
only one wins. But Christ won the victory of salvation and bestows it on us as a free gift. Even our
ability to love God is a gift of the Holy Spirit.
And there’s no limit to how many people can
“win”!

In good hands
As Jesus prepared his disciples for his departure, they
were full of questions — “Where are you going? How
will we know the way there? Would you please just
show us the Father?” — and not very satisfied with his
answers. So Jesus promised to send them “another
Helper” (John 14:16, ESV). And we can almost hear
them protesting, like kids bemoaning a favorite coach’s
retirement or church members grieving a beloved pastor’s call to serve elsewhere: “Oh, great. Someone new
for us to get to know. It won’t be the same. It won’t be
you.”
Except … the word another has two forms in Greek:
“another just like this one” and “another, different version.” And when the author of John translated Jesus’
Aramaic into Greek, the first definition was the accurate one. Jesus was assuring his disciples they’d be in
good hands, at peace and secure because the new Helper — the Holy Spirit — would be another just like him.
—based on Fearless, by Max Lucado

Pentecost petals

Life Safety Training for
Church and Home
Beginning Monday, April 30, 2018 at 6:30pm, the
Board of Lay Ministry will present “Life Safety Training for Church and Home.” This safety training will
be presented by the four members of our church who
attended a Sheepdog Seminar” on March 19 and 20
(Bob Walton, Ken Drewes, John Kennelly and Chuck
Helmuth). Sheepdogs, after all, are used to keep
watch over the flock and help keep them safe.
Through this kind of training we hope to make you
more aware of what’s going on in your world, whether
at church or at home or in your community. We will
also help you be aware of what our church (and others) are doing in regard to keeping the premises a safe
place and now you can utilize that information in your
life, your home and our neighborhood.
Much of the training will be done using videos plus
the insights and reflections of those who attended the
March seminar. The eight (or more) sessions will run
about two hours. A time for questions and discussion
will be a part of each session. The second session will
be Monday, May 7, 2018 at 6:30pm. Hope to see you
at the first session on April 30. Until then, stay safe!
And God be with you!

The Giver
It is beyond the realm of possibilities that one has the
ability to out-give God. Even if I give the whole of my
worth to him, he will find a way to give back to me
much more than I gave.
—Charles Spurgeon

The Pantheon, dedicated in 126 A.D. as the
home of ancient Roman gods, is now a Catholic basilica. In a tradition dating back to the
seventh century, on Pentecost Sunday thousands of rose petals are dropped through the
roof’s opening onto worshipers below. The
red petals symbolize the Holy Spirit descending on Jesus’ disciples, as well as the blood
Jesus shed on the cross.
To accomplish this “rose rain,” five firefighters climb to the roof after mass. While the
choir sings the ancient hymn Veni Creator
Spiritus (“Come Creator Spirit”), firefighters
empty seven bags of petals through the building’s 27-foot-wide oculus, or eye in the sky.
Only a fortunate few can witness this spectacular event in person each year, but videos
are available online.

Restart your heart
Pain and loss are inescapable on this earth;
fortunately, the Great Physician specializes in
fixing hearts. Our participation is vital to recovery, though, as Danny Gokey sings in
“Tell Your Heart to Beat Again.”
The song was inspired by a pastor asking to
watch a cardiac surgeon — one of his congregants — in action. When the doctor attempted
to restart the patient’s heart after repairing it,
the organ wouldn’t cooperate. The surgeon
knelt to speak to his patient: “We have fixed
your heart. We have repaired it. There is nothing wrong with your heart. If you can hear
me, I need you to tell your heart to beat
again.” And it did — because she did.
“You can get back up again,” says Gokey,
who faced loss when his first wife died. “You
can move forward with your life, and you
don’t have to walk with a limp.” God has
fixed our hearts, Gokey says, but we need to
recognize that — and begin to hope again.

General Fund information as of March 31, 2018
General Fund Balance on 3/1/2018

11,165.99

General Fund Balance on 1/1/2018

17,608.16

Receipts for March

15,330.08

Year-to-date receipts

40,733.94

Disbursements for March

16,031.31

Year-to-date disbursements

47,877.34

Balance 3/31/2018

10,464.76

Balance 3/31/2018

10,464.76

In November 2014 Voters authorized obtaining a line of credit to be used to prevent the General Fund from borrowing net new funds
added to the Dedicated Funds since 9/1/2014. No funds have been borrowed on a line of credit through 3/1/2018.

+ Christian Symbol +
Fleur-de-lis
Because the fleur-de-lis resembles a lily — a symbol of purity
— it is sometimes used to represent the Virgin Mary. Due to its threepetal form, the fleur-de-lis also symbolizes
the Holy Trinity
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What more can you do?
I will do more than belong — I will participate.
I will do more than care — I will help.
I will do more than believe — I will trust.
I will do more than dream — I will work.
I will do more than teach — I will inspire.
I will do more than earn — I will enrich.
I will do more than give — I will serve.
I will do more than live — I will grow.
I will do more than be friendly — I will be a friend.
I will do more than talk — I will listen.
I will do more.
—Unknown
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Just for pun!
• Every calendar's days are numbered.
• A boiled egg in the morning is hard to beat.
• If you've seen one shopping center, you’ve seen a mall.
• Acupuncture is a jab well done.
• A man’s home is his castle, in a manor of speaking.
• Does the name Pavlov ring a bell?
• Reading while sunbathing makes you well red.
• When two egotists meet, it’s an I for an I.
• A chicken crossing the road is poultry in motion.
• The worker who fell into an upholstery machine is
fully recovered.
• Bakers trade bread recipes on a knead-to-know basis.

SERVING THE LORD THIS MONTH
LAY MINISTRY
5/5
Bob Walton
5/6
Ken Drewes & Ron Harder (reader: Art Prouty)
5/10
Ron Harder & Chuck Helmuth (Ascension — 7:00pm)
5/12
Bob Walton & Gene Ketterling
5/13
Chuck Helmuth (reader: Roger Wheatley)
5/19
Bob Walton
5/20
Ken Drewes & Ron Harder (reader: Art Prouty)
5/26
Bob Walton & Gene Ketterling
5/27
Chuck Helmuth (reader: Roger Wheatley)
ACOLYTE
5/5
Usher
5/6
Usher & Eva Handy
5/10
Chris Miller (Ascension — 7:00pm)
5/12
Kaylee Bingham
5/13
Usher & Aaron
5/19
Kaylee Bingham
5/20
Usher & Ally Page
5/26
Usher
5/27
Chris Miller & Chelsey Larsen
USHERS
8am: Mike Sheets, Melissa Sanders, Dennis & Trudy McFall
10:30am: Mike Grubb, Ron & Kathy Harder, Jan Scott
FINANCE COMMITTEE TEAM
Mike Grubb & Ken Drewes
Art Prouty – secure offerings

Help fill our
FOOD PANTRY
We need the following:
Cereal (dry & hot)
Pancake mix & Syrup
Peanut Butter & Jelly
Can soups/Crackers
Canned Fruit
Canned meat (spam, tuna fish, chicken, beef)
Spaghetti Sauce
Boxed/Canned Dinners
Instant Rice
Instant Mashed Potatoes/Gravy mix
Powdered milk
Ravioli
Spaghetti O’s
Boxed Mac & Cheese
Diced Tomatoes
Tomato Sauce

Any non-perishable item!!
Thank you for your support,
The Board of Human Care Ministry

ALTAR GUILD
Saturday: Carol Reese – Sunday: Leann Walton & Kathy Harder
GREETERS
(8am) Dennis & Trudy McFall & (10:30am) Mike Grubb
EVANGELISM
5/6
Dan Beattie & Melissa Hill
5/13
Barb Drewes & Chuck Helmuth
5/20
Dan Beattie & Melissa Hill
5/27
Chuck Helmuth & Mike Grubb
FLOWERS
5/6, 13 & 27 OPEN
5/20
Confirmand Class
ETERNAL CANDLE
5/6
Arthur Prouty
5/13
Ken & Barb Drewes
5/20 & 27 OPEN

“The point is not to pay
back kindness but to pass it
on.”
Julia Alvarez

The power of Pentecost
Before Pentecost the disciples found it hard
to do easy things; after Pentecost they found
it easy to do hard things.
A.J. Gordon

