PRINTS OF PEACE
June 2019
Sow the seed in Word and deed; lead and feed and give heed to human need.

A prayer for families

Heavenly Father, we come as your children to praise you for putting us into families. Thank you for the love and nourishment we’ve received — and been blessed
to give. We confess our need for your daily forgiveness and guidance in our families. Please grant harmony in our homes
and help us always show respect and love
for one another. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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Rev. Peter C. Wegner
On June 30, 2019, Pastor Wegner will officially retire from the pastoral ministry at Peace. This brings
to a conclusion nearly 30 years of ministry among
us.
This invitation is extended to all our members,
friends and former members of Peace. We hope you
can join us to praise and thank God for his nearly 30
years of ministry at Peace. A potluck will be held at
noon followed by a reception at 1:30pm.

POTLUCK and
Reception
Sunday, June 30, 2019
Potluck at 12 noon
Reception at 1:30 p.m.

New Sunday Worship and
Sunday School Schedule Set
Starting Sunday, June 23rd, the worship service will begin at 10:00 am and the Sunday
School will begin at 8:30 am. The change in
worship time was recommended by the
Board of Lay Ministry and approved by the
Voting Members at the Congregational and
Parish Planning Meeting on Sunday, May
19th.
On the Sunday preceding, June 16th, we will
have our worship service at a special time at
9:30 am because the Peace Car Show serving
line for lunch begins at noon.
We will continue our Saturday worship at
5:00 pm as previously scheduled.

Swaddled in God’s law of love

ALL ARE INVITED!
Please bring a main dish, salad or dessert to share.
BLOOD DRIVE
Our next Blood Drive will be held on
June 18, 2019 between the hours of
3:30pm to 6:30pm and that day is a Tuesday. You can complete the registration online at
www.liveservebloodcenter.org or call Chuck
Helmuth at 244-9889 to register.
Remember to get plenty of rest, drink plenty of fluids the night before the drive and leading up to the
donation. Also eat a good meal as you should not
donate on an empty stomach. Invite your friends,
family members and co-workers. The drive can only
be successful with your participation.

Pastor John Edgerton tells of swaddling his 2-week-old
baby to help her feel secure. She loved being wrapped
tightly in a soft blanket and would lie quietly — until she
managed to work a tiny arm loose. Then she’d scream
until someone rewrapped her.
Edgerton likens that behavior to his own connection with
God’s law, given so people can live in peace. “I know
that I’m supposed to do the right thing, but I’m always
wiggling out of it,” he writes. “And very quickly my life
falls into a state of disarray.”

We’ve all experienced this. We know we are to love our
neighbors as ourselves, yet we often ignore their needs.
Jesus says to love our enemies, but we wiggle around it:
“That’s too naïve for this day and age.” But then relationships crumble, life feels crazy and we recognize that, in
large part, we’ve done it to ourselves. Over and over, we
wiggle out of the soft swaddle of God’s law of love, only
to flail. Thankfully, like a loving parent, God wraps us up
anew, holds us close and saves us from ourselves —
again.

What Does Ascension, Pentecost, and Trinity Mean for Me?
This is a busy time of year for pastors. Lent / Holy Week / Easter is another, as is
Advent / Christmas. Deep theological ponderings are prepared for the everyday
people. So why is this a busy time? Aren’t those the two most important seasons of the Church Year?
What’s the big deal about this time of year?
Three major events and ideas require our attention this time of the year. Coming to the end of the Easter celebration we come upon this thing called Ascension. Its that day when we are reminded that the One who
came from heaven for us now returns to heaven as us.

Summary of the three:
Jesus ascends to the right hand of the power of God to be our eternal Prophet, High Priest, and King. We see
it from earth’s point of view. You want to see the Ascension from heaven’s point of view, then you need to
examine Revelation (clearly His arrival there is central to understanding the book)! As He is ready to lift
off, so to speak, He tells His disciples to 1) go and make disciples everywhere by baptizing and teaching,
and 2) you can’t do it, so wait until I send the Holy Spirit to be the real power behind the message.
The Holy Spirit comes upon the disciples in Jerusalem to the sound of the mighty rushing wind and tongues
of flame that descends. From our point of view the disciples are changed into something different. From
their point of view they finally “get it” and are carried along by the Holy Spirit to do the great tasks that Jesus gave them to do. Pentecost is the celebration of the “birth” of the Church, it is also a celebration of our
new birth in Holy Baptism where we receive the very same Holy Spirit, and the very same task.
The entirety of the nature and work of God is summarized in the Festival part of the Church Year and now,
the whole council of God revealed, we celebrate the very nature of the Triune God. And from this point forward in the second half of the Church Year we see how God is at work accomplishing everything He set
before us to do in His Name.
There is a whole lot of joy wrapped up in a whole lot of promises during these days. We do well to sit up
and take notice, as well as stand up and be the Church Militant in this age until we follow Christ into the
courts of heaven in the Church Triumphant.
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Rev. Michael W. Barnes (Vacancy Pastor)

Angels along life’s trail
Weary long-distance hikers sometimes encounter “trail
angels” — people who offer food and drink, bandages,
shoelaces and even a place to do laundry. Along the Pacific Crest Trail, one home, dubbed Hiker’s Heaven,
serves as a mail drop. Trail angels say they find great
joy in offering kindness to strangers.
Unexpected kindnesses — and regular rest stops —
make any journey less grueling and more enjoyable.
That’s also true on the journey of life as we experience
(and bestow) generosity and pause to spend time with
God. After all, “It is God to whom and with whom we
travel,” said Elisabeth Elliot. “And while he is the end
of our journey, he is also at every stopping place."

Please let us know you plan to attend — contact the church office, 515.285.3769.
We will meet at church at 9:00 a.m. and carpool to Adventureland Park at 9:30 a.m.

Overcoming Selfishness

God Will Supply

By nature, we are selfish people. At an early age, we voice
our selfishness with the word "Mine!" Unfortunately, this
selfish attitude often carries forward into our adult years.
Many people live with the attitude, "What is mine is mine,
and I'm going to keep it." Because of our selfishness, we
look at life in terms of our money, our things, and our
achievements. We focus on ourselves and give little thought
to those around us.
A selfish attitude is obviously not conducive to giving. Believing that we need and deserve all we have, we have little
interest in giving generously. Because of our sinful, selforiented natures, we fail to exercise generosity in our daily
lives. The Bible depicts our fallen condition: "...for all have
sinned and fall short of the glory of God" (Romans 3:23).
Likewise, Isaiah 53:6 says, "We all, like sheep, have gone
astray, each of us has turned to his own way..." We tend to
want to do and accumulate things only for ourselves, and our
society does little to redirect our focus. The media rarely
applauds selfless acts of giving. Instead, admiration is saved
for men and women who have attained power, prestige, and
material wealth.

We go to work based on the promise of a wage
for our labor. We enter into marriage covenants promising to be faithful to our spouses
for life. We get on planes, trusting the pilots
are well trained and the aircraft safe so we can
get to our destinations. We drive our cars on
the right side of the road (in the US, anyway!),
confident that oncoming traffic will stay in
their proper lanes.
If we put so much faith in fallible humans who
are prone to error and misjudgment, how much
more can we live as stewards who give first to
God, trusting Him to supply all our needs!
“Praise be to the Lord,” prayed Solomon.
"Not one word has failed of all the good promises He gave through His servant Moses" (I
Kings 8:56).
God's stewards throughout history have
praised God for His faithfulness: Elijah, fed
by ravens beside the brook (1 Kings 17:2-4);
Daniel in the lion's den (Daniel 6); Paul
preaching the Word of God even while imprisoned (Acts 28:17-31).

When God changes our hearts, though, our selfishness is no
longer an obstacle to our giving. With hearts right with God,
we acknowledge God as the owner of all things and trust in
Jesus rather than our money for our security and salvation.
By the working of the Holy Spirit, through His Word, God
can remove our selfishness.

Clear-headed faith
Most often … worry is a lack of confidence in life, in its
purpose, in God. Faith in life, in God, is native to the human spirit. … Worry is faith in reverse. Not only because
most of the things we are anxious over never come to pass,
but also because, when we worry, the most obvious things
to do in our situation are overlooked. We should relax our
tension by trusting God and putting at the disposal of that
trust a clear head.
—Howard Thurman, Deep Is the Hunger

How about the Macedonians who gave generously even out of their poverty to share with
others they felt were even more needy (2 Corinthians 8)? All these attest to the faithfulness
of God. Surely God has blessed us, too, so that
we can bless others with our gifts. David, the
psalmist, wrote from experience: "I was young
and now I am old, yet I have never seen the
righteous forsaken or their children begging
bread. They are always generous and lend
freely; their children will be blessed" (Psalm
37:25- 26).

My compliments to the Creator
Dear God,
I saw the Grand Canyon this summer. Nice piece of
work! Love, Kyle (age 9)

General Fund information as of April 30, 2019
General Fund Balance on 4/1/2019

10,464.76

General Fund Balance on 1/1/2019

6,167.03

Receipts for April

13,618.91

Year-to-date receipts

49,314.52

Disbursements for April

10,845.36

Year-to-date disbursements

41,024.73

Balance 4/30/2019

14,386.82

Balance 4/30/2019

14,386.82

In November 2014 Voters authorized obtaining a line of credit to be used to prevent the General Fund from borrowing net new funds
added to the Dedicated Funds since 9/1/2014. No funds have been borrowed on a line of credit through 2/1/2018.

+ Christian Symbol +
Serpent
A serpent coiled around a fruitbearing tree symbolizes humanity’s
first sin, when Adam and Eve, at
the serpent’s tempting, disobeyed
God by eating fruit from the Tree of
the Knowledge of Good and Evil.
The Genesis 3 account is often referred to as “The Fall,” and though it doesn’t say so,
the serpent is commonly understood as Satan.
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A father’s legacy
For Joseph Dodson, the pressures and responsibilities of
parenthood felt compounded when he and his wife
adopted a son. Dodson, a Bible professor, wonders if
Jesus’ earthly father also struggled with doubts and
fears.
Scripture doesn’t say much about Joseph, but he clearly
left Jesus “a significant legacy,” Dodson writes in Bible
Study Magazine. Joseph obeyed God — despite the risk
to his reputation — by marrying a pregnant woman.
Joseph, a son of David, raised the Son of David as his
very own. To protect his family he fled to Egypt, foreshadowing the “new exodus” of Jesus’ saving ministry.
And Joseph heard neighbors mock Jesus as “the carpenter’s son.”

“Joseph taught Jesus much more than woodworking,”
Dodson writes. “He modeled for his adopted son how,
for God’s glory, he must drink the Father’s cup no matter the cost.”
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SERVING THE LORD THIS MONTH
LAY MINISTRY
6/1
Bob Walton
6/2
Chuck Helmuth — Lector: Art Prouty
6/8
Bob Walton
6/9
Lector: Dan Hodges II
6/15
Bob Walton
6/16
Ken Drewes — Lector: Dan Beattie
6/22
Bob Walton
6/23
Lector: Roger Wheatley
6/29
Bob Walton
6/30
Ron Harder — Lector: Art Prouty
ACOLYTE
6/1
Usher
6/2
Emma Handy
6/8
Lexi Bingham
6/9
Kate Lynn Friend
6/15
Usher
6/16
Aaron Larson
6/22
Lexi Bingham
6/23
Eva Handy
6/29
Usher
6/30
Geralyn Anderson
USHERS
Roger Wheatley, Ken Drewes, Don & Denise Clouse
FINANCE COMMITTEE TEAM
Roger & Lyn Wheatley
Anna Belle Sheets – secure offerings
ALTAR GUILD
Saturday: Denise Clouse
Sunday: Mike & Nancy Grubb, Ron & Kathy Harder
GREETERS
Chuck Helmuth, Ken & Barb Drewes
EVANGELISM
6/2
Chuck Helmuth & Mike Grubb
6/9
Dan Beattie & Melissa Hill
6/16
Barb Drewes & Mike Grubb
6/23
Dan Beattie & Melissa Hill
6/30
Chuck Helmuth & Mike Grubb
FLOWERS
6/2
OPEN
6/9
Ron & Kathy Harder
6/16
Don & Denise Clouse
6/23
Nancy Hogstad
6/30
Jan Scott
ETERNAL CANDLE
6/2
6/9
6/16
6/23
6/30

Chuck & Monica Helmuth
OPEN
Ron & Kathy Harder
Chuck & Monica Helmuth
OPEN

Help fill our
FOOD PANTRY
We need the following:
Cereal (dry & hot)
Pancake mix & Syrup
Peanut Butter & Jelly
Can soups/Crackers
Canned Fruit
Canned meat (spam, tuna fish, chicken, beef)
Spaghetti Sauce
Boxed/Canned Dinners
Instant Rice
Instant Mashed Potatoes/Gravy mix
Powdered milk
Ravioli
Spaghetti O’s
Boxed Mac & Cheese
Diced Tomatoes
Tomato Sauce

Any non-perishable item!!
Thank you for your support,
The Board of Human Care Ministry

A new old way to pray
An ancient Jewish form of prayer, still in
use today, involves sprinkling one’s day
with short prayers of gratitude to God. The
prayer typically begins: “Blessed are you, O
Lord our God, king of the universe, who
…” and concludes with a phrase that fits
the specific situation. Such a prayer works
well in good circumstances and bad. For
example:
• “Blessed are you, O Lord our God, king of
the universe, who has provided clean water
for my shower this morning.”
• “Blessed are you, O Lord … who brings
friends to support me in my grief.”
• “Blessed are you, O Lord … who has
blessed me with a keen mind; please help
me focus while I take this test.”
• “Blessed are you, O Lord … who holds
my children in unconditional love.”
Try using this form of prayer liberally as a
way to “pray without ceasing” (1 Thessalonians 5:17) and to weave your faith
throughout your day.

