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Sow the seed in Word and deed; lead and feed and give heed to human need.

Christ has triumphed!

Tomb, thou shalt not hold him
longer;
Death is strong, but life is stronger.
Stronger than the dark, the light;
Stronger than the wrong, the right.
Faith and hope triumphant say,
Christ will rise on Easter Day.
—Phillips Brooks
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Raising the Roof Potluck Fundraiser Result
The potluck we had last Sunday, the 8th, was a good meal with
good fellowship and over $2,000 was contributed to the “Raise
the Roof” fund which brings the total so far to at least $3,500.
What a great start for our goal of about $28,000. Thank you
one and all for the food, fellowship, and funds!
Results for “Souper Bowl Weekend” February 1-2: $880
was raised on Souper Bowl of Caring Weekend for our Human
Care Ministries. Thank you for your generosity!
You are invited to join the LifeLight Bible study group held on
Thursday evening at 7:00pm. The next study is LifeLight
Foundations: The Christian's Mission - Study Guide by
Leach, LeRoy; Lessing, Reed.
This study is part of
the LifeLight Bible study series of in-depth studies of Bible
books. The goal of LifeLight is that through a regular program of
in-depth personal and group study of Scripture, more and more
Christian adults may grow in their personal faith in Jesus Christ.
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Session 1: Your Mission
Session 2: GET Christ's Forgiveness in His Word
Session 3: GET Christ's Forgiveness Through the
Sacraments
Session 4: GROW in Knowing Christ (A)
Session 5: GROW in Knowing Christ (B)
Session 6: GLOW with Christ's Love in Your Calling
Session 7: GLOW with Christ's Love Through the Church
Session 8: GO Tell the Good News in Your Calling
Session 9: GO Tell the Good News Through the Church

Bell Choir practice has been postponed until further
notice.

What Easter does
Jesus’ resurrection from the dead is life-changing
and life-giving for his followers. But, as Henry Knox
Sherrill notes, Easter’s “joyful news … does not
change the contemporary world.” On earth, we still
must deal with sin, pain, death and brokenness. And
“still before us lie work, discipline, sacrifice,” Sherrill adds. What Easter does, though, is provide Christians with “the spiritual power to do the work, accept
the discipline and make the sacrifice.”
By defeating the grave, Jesus empowers us to bear
our worldly troubles with joy, peace and hope. His
resurrection assures us that trials, tears and suffering
are only temporary, while eternal victory and life
with Jesus are permanent.
“The resurrection … was only the beginning of a great,
grand and vast outreach that has never ended and will
not end until our Lord Jesus Christ comes back again.”

A.W. Tozer

BLOOD DRIVE
We had our Blood Drive on
March 9, 2020 and had 13 donors and
received 11 units which turns into 33
lives helped or saved. We had one
first time donor. It was a very successful drive and
thanks to all who registered to donate.
The dates for the remainder of the year have been
finalized. They are as follows:
th
⚫ Tuesday, June 30 3:00 pm to 6:00pm
st
⚫ Tuesday, September 1 3:00 pm to 6:00pm
th
⚫ Tuesday, December 8 3:00pm to 6:00pm
Due to the pandemic many Blood Drives have been
cancelled. So, it is imperative that we have as many
at our drives as possible. The need for blood will
continue. As stated, before ask your family members, friends and relatives to donate. Thanks again
for all who registered.

The magnitude of God’s love
It would be spectacular and amazing ... if some
king’s son were to appear in a beggar’s home to
nurse him in his illness, wash off his filth and do everything else the beggar would have to do. Would this
not be a profound humility? Any spectator or any
beneficiary of this honor would feel impelled to admit that he had seen or experienced something unusual and extraordinary, something magnificent.
And yet the love of the Son of God for us is of such
magnitude that the greater the filth and stench of our
sins, the more he befriends us, the more he cleanses
us, relieving us of all our misery and of the burden of
all our sins and placing them upon his own back.
Whenever the devil declares: “You are a sinner!”
Christ interposes: “I will reverse the order; I will be a
sinner, and you are to go scotfree.” Who can thank
our God enough for this mercy?
—Martin Luther, Luther’s Works 22, 166-167

Summer Vacation, Please!
I am calling for a summer vacation for everyone. It starts today and ends when the
pent up stress subsides and we begin to think like civilized people again. I am calling
summer vacation for everyone to sit back, take a collective slow deep breath and then

blow it out slowly.
This whole coronavirus has brought out the very worst in us. People are getting sick and some are dying, there is no cure. And yet, it is avoidable if you take precautions. We did not have a sudden population
spike and the sources of goods in our stores have not been radically compromised. The shortages would stop
if people stopped hoarding the goods that arrive as soon as the trucks pull into the unloading bays. Even now
fingers of accusation are being pointed. Shame on us!
For Christians, I am assuming/hoping our responses have been that of profound sadness and perplexity. And what should be our response beyond this? It is times such as these that we need to remind ourselves
of so many things spoken by our Lord to comfort and guide us. I wish I could add the text themselves to all
of these passages, but space prevents me. See how much the Lord cares for us and speaks words of comfort
to us in times of anxiety, apprehension, and fear!
Read through these, one at a time, and talk about their meaning with your family and friends and
coworkers. This is our vacation from the insanity. Be recharged and at peace in Christ our Lord.
PEACE be with you ALL,

Pastor Barnes
Psalm 4

Matthew 6:25-34

Psalm 34:4-9, 19, 22
Psalm 118:5-9; 13-14
Psalm 27:1

Romans 8:28-39
Mark 4:35-41
Philippians 4:4-7

Prayer

O most loving Father, You want us to give thanks for all things, to fear nothing except losing You,
and to lay all our cares on You, knowing that You care for us. Strengthen us in our faith in You.
Grant that the fears and anxieties of this mortal life may not separate us from Your love shown to us
in Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen

722 Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me st. 1
1 Lord, take my hand and lead me Upon life’s way;
Direct, protect, and feed me From day to day.
Without Your grace and favor I go astray;
So take my hand, O Savior, And lead the way.

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001843

656 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God st. 3
3 Though devils all the world should fill, All eager to devour us,
We tremble not, we fear no ill; They shall not overpow’r us.
This world’s prince may still Scowl fierce as he will,
He can harm us none. He’s judged; the deed is done;
One little word can fell him.
Text: Public domain

Serving Others
One of the real joys in life that God gives us is the opportunity to serve and help others. A "thank you" from those we
help is nice but even more rewarding is the inner satisfaction
which comes from doing something for someone else. Unfortunately, because of our human nature, we tend to focus
on our own needs and desires rather than being sensitive to
the needs of others.
Our primary example of service is the life that Jesus lived
while on earth Jesus lived a perfect life of complete service
to those He came to save, and His death and resurrection
were His supreme acts of service. Jesus said that the most
important commandment is "'And you shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with
all your mind and with all your strength. 'The second is this:
'You shall love your neighbor as yourself'" (Mark 12:30-31).
Our service is made possible through love. If love is not the
motivating force behind the service, then our service is done
for the wrong reasons.
Prayer: Lord, I thank You that You did not come to be
served but rather to serve. Help me, Lord, to be faithful in
service to those in need and to see others as my brothers and
sisters in Christ. Amen.

Easter is eternal
If Easter means anything to modern man, it
means that eternal truth is eternal. You may
nail it to the tree, wrap it up in grave clothes
and seal it in a tomb. But truth crushed to
earth shall rise again.
Truth does not perish. It cannot be destroyed.
It may be distorted. It has been silenced temporarily. It has been compelled to carry its
cross to Calvary’s brow … but with an inevitable certainty, after every Black Friday dawns
truth’s Easter morn.
Donald H. Tippet

“Nothing is so strong as gentleness, and
nothing is so gentle as true strength.”

Our true power source

St. Francis de

The story is told of someone who plugged a power strip into
itself and then couldn’t understand why the system wouldn’t
turn on! We get a kick out of such tales, yet how often do we
try to “power” our own lives? We frequently think we need
to be the source of our own strength, joy, peace, energy and
wisdom.

Jesus doesn’t teach us to find life within ourselves — or in
any human being or earthly circumstance, object or philosophy. Rather, calling himself the good shepherd, Jesus says, “I
have come that [my sheep] may have life, and have it abundantly” (John 10:10).
We don’t access that abundant life by “plugging into” ourselves. Instead, Jesus invites us to plug into his power — and
joy, peace, hope, truth — through prayer and Scripture, worship and service, fellowship with other Christians and the
beauty of God’s world.

Our All-in-All
What the hand is to the lute,
What the breath is to the flute,
What is fragrance to the smell?
What the spring is to the well,
What the flower is to the bee,
That is Jesus Christ to me.
What’s the mother to the child?
What the guide in pathless wild?
What is oil to troubled wave?
What is ransom to the slave?
What is water to the sea?
That is Jesus Christ to me.
C.H. Spurgeon

General Fund information as of February 29, 2020
General Fund Balance on 2/1/2020

7,231.40

General Fund Balance on 1/1/2020

14,391.60

Receipts for February

12,031.06

Year-to-date receipts

18,812.78

Disbursements for February

11,278.61

Year-to-date disbursements

25,220.53

Balance 2/29/2020

7,983.85

Balance 2/29/2020

7,983.85

In November 2014 Voters authorized obtaining a line of credit to be used to prevent the General Fund from borrowing net new funds
added to the Dedicated Funds since 9/1/2014. No funds have been borrowed on a line of credit through 2/1/2018.

+ Christian Symbol +
Phoenix
According to ancient legend, the
phoenix lived for 500 to 1,400
years (depending on the version of
the myth), at which time it would
set its nest ablaze and be consumed
in the flames. After three days the bird would be reborn and was said to repeat this cycle, “rising from
the ashes” again and again. Early Christians saw in
the phoenix a symbol of Jesus’ resurrection and of
eternal life.
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Resurrection means reconciliation
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Jesus’ resurrection is the very foundation of Christianity. If Christ had never been raised from the
dead, we’d have no Christian religion.
God’s power was at work in Christ’s death and resurrection. “It was on the resurrection fact that the
church was built,” said New Testament scholar
James Stewart.

Paul understood that the resurrection was the bedrock of our Christian faith. “If Christ has not been
raised, then our proclamation has been in vain and
your faith has been in vain,” he wrote to the Corinthian church (1 Corinthians 15:14, NRSV). The
apostle went on to say, “If Christ has not been
raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your
sins” (verse 17).
The resurrection proves that Jesus is Lord and Savior. Its authenticity means that by faith in Christ,
we are reconciled with God.
Billy Graham said the risen Christ is the bridge
between us and God. “One of Christ’s hands holds
the hand of God; his other hand holds ours,” said
the evangelist.

“Easter is the soul’s first taste
of spring.”
Richelle Goodrich
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SERVING THE LORD THIS MONTH
LAY MINISTRY
4/11 Ron Harder
4/18 Chuck Helmuth
4/25 Troy Trevino

(Sunday)
4/12 Lector: Art Prouty
4/19 Ken Drewes (Lector: Roger Wheatley)
4/26 Lector: Dan Hodges II

(Lent)
4/9 Joe Wyckoff (MAUNDY THURSDAY)

ACOLYTE
4/11 Lexi Bingham
4/18 USHER
4/25 Lexi Bingham

(Sunday)
4/12 Emma Handy
4/19 USHER
4/26 Aaron Larsen

(Lent)
4/9 Emma Handy (MAUNDY THURSDAY)
4/10 Aaron Larsen (GOOD FRIDAY)

USHERS
Sunday: Elvin Irons, Ken Drewes, Ron & Kathy Harder
4/9 Roger Wheatley, Ken Drewes, Mike Sheets, Mike Grubb
4/10 Ron & Kathy Harder, Don & Denise Clouse

ALTAR GUILD
Saturday: Denise Clouse
Sunday: Ron & Kathy Harder
Carol Long & Cindy Knoer

GREETERS
Mike Sheets and Roger & Lyn Wheatley
FLOWERS
4/5
Joe & Lindsay Wyckoff
4/12
OPEN
4/19
OPEN
4/26
Linda Healy

FINANCE COMMITTEE TEAM:
Roger Wheatley & Dick Wittich
ETERNAL CANDLE
4/5
Joe & Lindsay Wyckoff
4/12
OPEN
4/19
Denise Clouse
4/26 Linda Healy

Help fill our
FOOD PANTRY
We need the following:
Cereal (dry & hot)
Pancake mix & Syrup
Peanut Butter & Jelly
Can soups/Crackers
Canned Fruit
Canned meat (spam, tuna fish, chicken, beef)
Spaghetti Sauce
Boxed/Canned Dinners
Instant Rice
Instant Mashed Potatoes/Gravy mix
Powdered milk
Ravioli
Spaghetti O’s
Boxed Mac & Cheese
Diced Tomatoes
Tomato Sauce

Any non-perishable item!!
Thank you for your support,
The Board of Human Care Ministry

The answer is Easter
After the April 2013 suicide of his 27-year-old
son, Matthew, pastor and author Rick Warren was
often asked how he was able to keep going. His
frequent reply? “The answer is Easter.”
In the Easter sermons Warren preached the following year, he emphasized that Jesus’ resurrection is
the answer to discouragement, defeat and devastating trials.
“The death, burial and resurrection of Jesus happened over three days,” Warren explained. “Friday
was the day of suffering and pain and agony. Saturday was the day of doubt and confusion and misery. But Easter, that Sunday, was the day of hope
and joy and victory.
“You will face these three days over and over and
over in your lifetime. And when you do, you’ll
find yourself asking, as I did, three fundamental
questions. Number one, what do I do in my days
of pain? Two, how do I get through my days of
doubt and confusion? Three, how do I get to the
days of joy and victory? The answer is Easter.”

