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Sow the seed in Word and deed; lead and feed and give heed to human need.

A Mother’s Day hymn
Sing praise to our Creator God!
Earth prospers from the way
God “mothers” each new child into
This world day after day.
God fabricates in motherhood
A channel from above
That longs to share with every child
God’s Comfort, Grace and Love!
Sing praise to our Creator God,
Who “mothers” us from birth!
Providing what we truly need
Throughout our lives on earth.
—Peggy Ferrell

The Prints of Peace newsletter is published monthly by:
Peace Evangelical Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
5615 SW 14th Street, Des Moines, IA 50315
Michael Barnes, Interim Pastor (515.322.6233)
Valerie Boeck, Parish Worker
Church office: 515.285.3769
Email: peace@peacedsm.com
Website: www.Peacedsm.com
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This is your newsletter. We welcome all your comments, criticism, letters, articles, questions and whatever else
you might have for the newsletter. We would like to thank all those who have contributed articles and who shared
their time for this month’s issue.

Advice for grads
The purpose of life is not to be happy. It is to be useful, to be honorable, to be compassionate, to have it
make some difference that you have lived and lived
well.
You are invited to join the LifeLight Bible study
group held on Thursday evening at 7:00pm. The
next study is LifeLight Foundations: The Christian's Mission - Study Guide by Leach,
LeRoy; Lessing, Reed.
This study is part of
the LifeLight Bible study series of in-depth studies
of Bible books. The goal of LifeLight is that through
a regular program of in-depth personal and group
study of Scripture, more and more Christian adults
may grow in their personal faith in Jesus Christ.
 Session 1: Your Mission
 Session 2: GET Christ's Forgiveness in His Word
 Session 3: GET Christ's Forgiveness Through the
Sacraments
 Session 4: GROW in Knowing Christ (A)
 Session 5: GROW in Knowing Christ (B)
 Session 6: GLOW with Christ's Love in Your
Calling
 Session 7: GLOW with Christ's Love Through
the Church
 Session 8: GO Tell the Good News in Your Call
ing
 Session 9: GO Tell the Good News Through the
Church

Thanks, Mom!
At his graduation, a young man tasked with giving a
speech began reading from some notes. “I want to
talk about my mother and the wonderful influence
she had on my life,” he said. “She’s a shining example of parenthood, and I love her more than words
can ever do justice.” The graduate then paused, appeared to struggle a moment and looked up at the
audience with a mischievous smile. “It’s really hard
to read my mom’s handwriting,” he said.

Trust the Artist
We must offer ourselves to God like a
clean, smooth canvas and not worry ourselves about what God may choose to
paint on it, but at each moment, feel only
the stroke of his brush. … It is the same with a piece
of stone. Each blow from the sculptor’s chisel makes
it feel … as if it were being destroyed. … All I know
is that I must stay immobile in the hands of the sculptor. … I have no idea what he is doing … but I know
his work is the best possible.

A prayer for Memorial Day
We remember, O Lord, all those
people throughout the years who
have made the supreme sacrifice
for our country, for liberty, for
us. Whenever we breathe the air
of freedom or claim the right to
justice or enjoy the privilege of worship, fill us with
gratitude for those who selflessly gave the last full
measure of devotion — their very lives — for our
benefit.
May these brave men and women now know the joy
of eternity and your presence. And may the families
of the fallen receive comfort and peace amid their
grief. Help us as we minister to their needs. Through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Spirit who comforts
In a time when life expectancy was around 40
years, Hildegard of Bingen (1098-1179) lived more
than twice that long. The Benedictine abbess and
mystic wrote books and music, founded two convents, conducted four “preaching tours” and much
more, despite chronic illness, lack of schooling,
grave self-doubt and a male-dominated church and
society. Perhaps these poetry excerpts reveal her
source of strength and inspiration:
O comforting fire of Spirit,
Life, within the very Life of all Creation.
Holy you are in giving life to All. …
O sacred breath, O fire of love …
O most pure fountain
through whom it is known
that God has united strangers
and inquired after the lost. …
You always draw out knowledge,
bringing joy through Wisdom's inspiration.
Therefore, praise be to you
who are the sound of praise
and the greatest prize of Life,
who are hope and richest honor
bequeathing the reward of Light.

I Will Take the Cup of Salvation ...
Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19
12

What shall I render to the Lord
for all his benefits to me?
13
I will lift up the cup of salvation
and call on the name of the Lord,
17
I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanksgiving
And call on the name of the Lord.
18
I will pay my vows to the Lord
in the presence of all his people,
19
in the courts of the house of the Lord,
in your midst, O Jerusalem. Praise the Lord!
Seems like the Corvid-19 pandemic is the topic of discussion among everyone lately. No surprise, really, as it
seems to touch our everyday lives as much as the weather, and you know we can always start a conversation
with that topic. But lately the discussion of the pandemic tends toward the frustration side. We are used to certain things happening that are no longer. We plan and anticipate activities with the caveat that we will more
than likely not be able to do them. We need surgeries that were considered important before all this, and now
are seen as “elective”. We want life to return to normal and soon.
As a result of all this we are also going through a “dry spell” in our gathering together as the people of God,
drawn together by the invitation of our Lord to fellowship before the altar with Him and with one another.
Much like the “shut-ins” who are not able to come even during normal times, we are now “shut-out” from regular Divine Service.
Yet in this “dry spell” we are still reminded that the salvation of the Lord is still ours. The Psalm quoted above
reminds us that we take the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord for all His benefits. The cup of
salvation is still offered for those who wish to receive it. The Word of God continues to be proclaimed through
ways that we never imagined that we would need to do a year ago.
The evils of the internet, much like the evils of Egyptian slavery, have now been turned into a blessing for us
by our Lord. Truly we are reminded that all things work together for good for those who love God and are
called according to His plan! Even the blessed sacrament can be had as it is offered, privately, at the church,
for those feeling the need for its blessing and reassurance.
As we continue to be taken care of by our Lord we are reminded to do so in patience, but also that we are reminded that although we may not be together for the moment in the Lord’s
House, we are still united as one in Jesus. That unity can never be legislated
away. Until that day of our reunion around the altar of Peace, continue to take
advantage as you can of the opportunities on the radio with the Lutheran Hour,
and over the internet with the whole plethora of podcasts, streaming services,
devotions, Bible studies, and your own family devotions in which the Lord continues to bless us.
Peace,

Pastor Barnes

Important Update on Financial Stewardship
for Peace Lutheran Church
Going into March our General Fund balance was $7,983.85
and our offerings for that month was $9,837.00, however
budgeted expenses were $16,527.51 which leaves us with a
balance of $1,505.73. The expenditures were about $2,500
higher than normal in several categories which averages just
under $14,000 per month. It is anticipated that expenditures
will be lower for April.
So far, the total offerings to the general fund are as of April
20, $8,494 and I would like to commend our members for
being faithful with your offerings. Even though we have not
held services since March 15 our ministry continues. Our
Vacancy Pastor, Rev. Michael Barnes has been providing on
-line devotionals and services and has seen and/or administered Holy Communion to members at the church office.
Also, Valerie Boeck, our Parish Worker, has been working
each week day in the church office. Plus, utilities, items
such as church insurance, supplies, postage and the like still
need to be purchased. So please continue to include as part
of your Christian Stewardship and Worship to bring or mail
your offerings to the church.
At this point in time our Roof Fund is at $4,445.05. Thank
you for your contributions.
Our treasurer, Ron Harder, has applied for a Payroll Protection Program loan at our local bank through the CARES Act.
This loan is forgivable after meeting criteria. This loan has
been approved by the bank and at this writing the U.S. Senate has approved additional funds for this Program as the
first amount was distributed already. The bill goes to the
House tomorrow, April 23. Hopefully, there will be funds
for our church in this next phase.
Together with Christ, the Risen Lord,
Ken Drewes, Director, Board of Stewardship

The Giver
It is beyond the realm of possibilities that one has the
ability to out-give God. Even if I give the whole of my
worth to him, he will find a way to give back to me
much more than I gave. — Charles Spurgeon

A life of praise

Despite becoming an invalid while in her
teens, an 18th-century English poet who used
the pen name Anna Steele wrote prolifically —
often about praising God. The closing stanza of
“Now I Resolve With All My Heart,” one of
Steele’s 144 hymns, is a timeless prayer that’s
fitting for the start of each new day.
O may I never faint nor tire,
Nor wandering leave his sacred ways;
Great God, accept my soul’s desire,
And give me strength to live thy praise.

Restart your heart
Pain and loss are inescapable on this earth;
fortunately, the Great Physician specializes in
fixing hearts. Our participation is vital to recovery, though, as Danny Gokey sings in
“Tell Your Heart to Beat Again.”
The song was inspired by a pastor asking to
watch a cardiac surgeon — one of his congregants — in action. When the doctor attempted
to restart the patient’s heart after repairing it,
the organ wouldn’t cooperate. The surgeon
knelt to speak to his patient: “We have fixed
your heart. We have repaired it. There is nothing wrong with your heart. If you can hear
me, I need you to tell your heart to beat
again.” And it did — because she did.
“You can get back up again,” says Gokey,
who faced loss when his first wife died. “You
can move forward with your life, and you
don’t have to walk with a limp.” God has
fixed our hearts, Gokey says, but we need to
recognize that — and begin to hope again.

General Fund information as of March 31, 2020
General Fund Balance on 3/1/2020

7,983.85

General Fund Balance on 1/1/2020

14,391.60

Receipts for March

10,113.78

Year-to-date receipts

28,926.56

Disbursements for March

16,591.90

Year-to-date disbursements

41,812.43

Balance 3/31/2020

1,505.73

Balance 3/31/2020

1,505.73

In November 2014 Voters authorized obtaining a line of credit to be used to prevent the General Fund from borrowing net new funds
added to the Dedicated Funds since 9/1/2014. No funds have been borrowed on a line of credit through 2/1/2018.

April 2, 2020
LCMS Mission Advancement
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:
The arrival of the COVID-19 virus has organizations scrambling. Confident in the Lord’s faithfulness,
congregations are shifting strategies to deliver the hope of Christ and His grace to a shaken world. The
government is seeking to preserve physical and economic life. With regard to the latter, Congress recently passed the CARES Act, which has two important benefits for people who may still be in a position to give charitable gifts this year.
Regardless of whether you wish to give in support of your own congregation, a Lutheran elementary or
secondary school (including preschools), any of the Concordia universities and seminaries, missions,
human care (mercy work), etc., the following benefits are immediately available:
A partial above-the-line deduction for up to $300 in charitable contributions:
This provision encourages individuals to contribute to religious, charitable and educational
organizations by creating a new “above the line” deduction for all taxpayers. This deduction will
permit them to deduct up to $300 of annual cash contributions regardless of whether the taxpayer
itemizes contributions or takes the new, higher standard deduction.
This is applicable for tax years beginning after 2019 and does not sunset after 2020 like the increased limits described below. Again, this new opportunity is available to all taxpayers.
Modification of certain limitations on charitable contributions during 2020:
This provision increases the limitations on for charitable contributions made in cash by individuals
who itemize, as well as corporations. Such cash contributions must be made during 2020, and this
provision does not extend the due date of the 2020 tax return. In addition, the increased charitable
limitations for both individuals and corporations are not automatic but must be elected.
For individuals, the 60 percent of adjusted gross income limitation is suspended (removed) for
cash contributions made in 2020. Consult with an attorney, financial advisor or qualified accountant before acting on this provision to ensure you are safely maximizing your charitable
gifts.
For corporations, the 10 percent limitation is increased to 25 percent of taxable income for cash
contributions made in 2020. This provision also increases the limitation on deductions from 15
percent to 25 percent of net income for corporate food donations made during 2020. The 30 percent limitation on non-cash gifts against adjusted gross income remains the same. Again, we recommend strongly that corporations consult with their attorney, financial advisor or qualified accountant before acting on this provision to ensure they are safely maximizing your charitable
gifts.
Another provision of the CARES Act places a moratorium on the need for seniors to take a Required
Minimum Distribution (RMD) from a Traditional IRA in 2020. Those with IRAs can still support ministry by having a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) made from their IRA to a charity without

having to claim the distribution as taxable income. A QCD, however, is not deductible from income
taxes owed on other income. Once again, consult with an attorney, financial advisor or qualified accountant before acting on this provision to ensure you are safely maximizing your charitable gifts and
protecting retirement assets.
We recognize that, for most Christians, giving to the Lord’s work is not motivated primarily by personal
gains or tax breaks. “We love because He first loved us” (1 John 4:19). Still, we are obligated under our
Code of Ethics and the Donor Bill of Rights to inform you of decisions made by duly elected officials serving in the “kingdom of the left” that can exert some influence over the timing and level of your giving during
these challenging times.
I also want to share a couple additional recommendations for prayerful consideration during this period,
culled from several sources:


Consider giving less-, least- or even un-restricted donations, even temporarily. Loosening up the
conditions under which a gift can be used — or choosing less restricted gift options — boosts
the ability of congregations, schools and church-related nonprofits to quickly adapt and shift
funding to where the dollars can do the greatest good. This shift also lowers their cost to administer gifts.



If you’ve recently (already) provided a donation that was restricted for something very specific,
consider giving the recipient organization (like your congregation, a university or seminary, or
RSO) permission to use the gift wherever they feel it will do the most good. Paying salaries and
health-care benefits may not be a glamorous kind of donation, but a gift to purchase a specific
piece of equipment (as an example) won’t happen if a school or congregation doesn’t have the
personnel to use it. As another example, a men’s group that had been giving to support a specific missionary is praying about loosening that restriction, allowing it to help ANY missionary
who has an equal or greater need for support.

Again, these are only recommendations to think about, discuss and pray over. They are comparatively
small adjustments that can have a multiplying effect.
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, Lutheran Church Extension Fund, Concordia Plan Services,
LCMS Foundation and the constellation of LCMS 501(c)(3) organizations are collecting, collating and
pushing out information as quickly as possible to help all those whom God is calling to give witness to
HIM as the only source of hope and salvation for a fallen, broken world.
Thank you for all you are doing to keep the Gospel light burning. More important, thanks be to God for creating you and renewing you in baptism to be who you already are — His messengers of hope, light and
love.
In service to our Lord Jesus, and to you,
Mark D. Hofman, CFRE, MBA
Executive Director, LCMS Mission Advancement
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod

Note: This communication is for informational purposes only; individuals should seek legal counsel or
advice for their own unique situation.

+ Christian Symbol +
Violet
The violet, a symbol of humility, is used most often to
refer to the Virgin Mary,
whom St. Bernard (10901153) described as “the violet of humility.” The purple flower also is
sometimes used to express Christ’s humility
in assuming human form.

5/1
John Hetherington
Deanna Lensch
5/2
Makaela Valdez
5/4
Braden Goyke
5/5
Carson Campbell
Jacob Shaw
5/8
Cecelia Trevino
5/10
Chris Miller
5/11
McKenzie Friend
5/12
Deb Wegner
5/13
Ken Drewes
5/13
Caleb Martin

What more can you do?
I will do
I will do
I will do
I will do
I will do
I will do
I will do
I will do
I will do
I will do
I will do

more than belong — I will participate.
more than care — I will help.
more than believe — I will trust.
more than dream — I will work.
more than teach — I will inspire.
more than earn — I will enrich.
more than give — I will serve.
more than live — I will grow.
more than be friendly — I will be a friend.
more than talk — I will listen.
more.
—Unknown

All or nothing
You will not stroll into Christlikeness with your
hands in your pockets, shoving the door open with a
careless shoulder. This is no hobby for one’s leisure
moments, taken up at intervals when we have nothing much to do, and put down and forgotten when
our life grows full and interesting. … It takes all
one’s strength, and all one’s heart, and all one’s
mind, and all one’s soul, given freely and recklessly
and without restraint.
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Tiffany Nelson
Alexander Reimer
5/25
Brad Helmuth
Ed Ross
5/26
John Drewes
Madison Drewes
Alesia Larsen
5/28
Cynthia Knoer
Chris Miller
Kyle Whipple
5/29
Jeremiah Shepherd
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Rose Nesheim
5/5
Valerie Boeck
Paula Edwards
5/9
Amie DeForest
5/11
Dan McReynolds
5/15
Roger Wheatley
5/20
Jean Green
Deanna Lensch
5/21
Dean Larmon

5/14
Renae Larmon
5/16
Alec Barber
5/17
Kyle Whipple
5/18
Isabella Clark
Randall Friend
Stella Shaw
5/19
Jessica Cole
Keri Wegner-Page
5/22
Joanne Carpenter
5/25
Jade Handy
5/28
Carol Reese
5/29
Kaylee Bingham
Elizabeth Clark
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Ron & Mary Gutuskie

55 years

5/15

Brian & Jessica Baber

27 years

5/17

Tom & Marlene Hess

40 years

Just for pun!












Every calendar's days are numbered.
A boiled egg in the morning is hard to beat.
If you've seen one shopping center, you’ve seen a
mall.
Acupuncture is a jab well done.
A man’s home is his castle, in a manor of speaking.
Does the name Pavlov ring a bell?
Reading while sunbathing makes you well red.
When two egotists meet, it’s an I for an I.
A chicken crossing the road is poultry in motion.
The worker who fell into an upholstery machine is
fully recovered.
Bakers trade bread recipes on a knead-to-know
basis.

SERVING THE LORD THIS MONTH
LAY MINISTRY
5/2
Joe Wyckoff
5/3 Ron Harder (Lector: Art Prouty)
5/9
Ken Drewes
5/10 Lector: Roger Wheatley
5/16 Troy Trevino
5/17 Chuck Helmuth (Lector: Dan Hodges II)
5/21 ASCENSION (7:00 p.m.) Ron Harder
5/23 Ron Harder
5/24 Lector: Art Prouty
5/30 Chuck Helmuth
5/31 Ken Drewes (Lector: Roger Wheatley)
ACOLYTE
5/2
Usher
5/9
Lexi Bingham
5/16 Lexi Bingham
5/21 ASCENSION (7:00 p.m.)
5/23 Usher
5/30 Lexi Bingham

5/3 Eva Handy
5/10 Aaron Larsen
5/17 Emma Handy
Eva Handy
5/24 Aaron Larsen
5/31 Emma Handy

USHERS: Dennis & Trudy McFall, Mike Grubb, Marilyn Rehbein
Ascension (5/21—7:00pm)
Ken Drewes, Mike Grubb, Chuck Helmuth, Roger Wheatley
FINANCE COMMITTEE TEAM: Mike Grubb & Angela Reed
ALTAR GUILD: Saturday: Leann Walton – Sunday: Ron & Kathy Harder
GREETERS: Mike Grubb, Ken & Barb Drewes
FLOWERS
5/3
Amanda Dittmer
5/10 Amanda Dittmer
5/17 OPEN
5/24 OPEN
5/31 OPEN

ETERNAL CANDLE
Month of May
Laddie & Vonnie Jobe

Help fill our
FOOD PANTRY
We need the following:
Cereal (dry & hot)
Pancake mix & Syrup
Peanut Butter & Jelly
Can soups/Crackers
Canned Fruit
Canned meat (spam, tuna fish, chicken, beef)
Spaghetti Sauce
Boxed/Canned Dinners
Instant Rice
Instant Mashed Potatoes/Gravy mix
Powdered milk
Ravioli
Spaghetti O’s
Boxed Mac & Cheese
Diced Tomatoes
Tomato Sauce

Any non-perishable item!!
Thank you for your support,
The Board of Human Care Ministry

In good hands
As Jesus prepared his disciples for his departure, they were
full of questions — “Where are you going? How will we
know the way there? Would you please just show us the Father?” — and not very satisfied with his answers. So Jesus
promised to send them “another Helper” (John 14:16, ESV).
And we can almost hear them protesting, like kids bemoaning
a favorite coach’s retirement or church members grieving a
beloved pastor’s call to serve elsewhere: “Oh, great. Someone
new for us to get to know. It won’t be the same. It won’t be
you.”
Except … the word another has two forms in Greek: “another
just like this one” and “another, different version.” And when
the author of John translated Jesus’ Aramaic into Greek, the
first definition was the accurate one. Jesus was assuring his
disciples they’d be in good hands, at peace and secure because
the new Helper — the Holy Spirit — would be another just
like him.
—based on Fearless, by Max Lucado

“The point is not to pay
back kindness but to pass it
on.”
Julia Alvarez

