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Sow the seed in Word and deed; lead and feed and give heed to human need.

A prayer for the Fourth

Loving God, we thank you — the true Father of our country — for the blessings of
this land and the gifts of cultures around
the world. Prompt us to strive for justice
for all, at home and abroad. Remind us, in
the words of the hymn, that “this is our
Father's world” and that your goodness
prevails. Amid tragedies and conflicts,
guard us against despair. Help us focus on
the kindness evident daily: from generous
neighbors to conscientious public servants
(because most are). On Independence Day
and every day, “O let [us] ne’er forget that
though the wrong seems oft so strong,
God is the Ruler yet.” Amen.
—Sandy Hyland
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A Day of Supplication
and Prayer
Wednesday, July 1, 2020
Noon and 7:00pm
Because of the many things that plague us as a society
at this time we gather together as the people of God for
a time of supplication and prayer, asking the Lord for
forgiveness, healing, and peace in our land and around
the world.
We will be offering two opportunities during the day.
Noon will be a quieter time of Scripture reading, contemplation, and prayer and will last about ½ hour. The
7:00pm time will follow the order of Supplication and
Prayer, and will include the same themes as noon. It
will last about 45 minutes.
Time will also be offered from 9:00am until the beginning of the 7:00 service for private prayer and devotions. A guide for your prayers and Scripture readings
will be provided.
May the Lord bless our times individually and together
as we offer our prayers before Him as incense, a pleasing aroma to Him.

God is everywhere

We are living in a world that is absolutely transparent,
and God is shining through it all the time. This is not
just a fable or a nice story. It is true. If we abandon ourselves to God and forget ourselves, we see it sometimes, and we see it maybe frequently. God shows himself everywhere, in everything — in people and in
things and in nature and in events. It becomes very obvious that God is everywhere and in everything and we
cannot be without him. It’s impossible. The only thing
is that we don’t see it.
—Thomas Merton

A Fellowship Challenge
Saturday, August 15 or 22
11:00am to 3:00pm

(Dates and times ultimately to be determined)
One of the sad realities of our current situation
is the cancellation of many opportunities for
gathering together. One that is particularly
missed will be the Iowa State Fair.
In light of the need for fellowship and to help
fulfill the void, it has been proposed that we
challenge Holy Cross Lutheran Church in Carlisle to a time of outdoor games and fellowship.
These would include things such as Bocce Ball,
Yardze, Corn Hole, a variety of Corn Hole involving golf skills, and a number of other games
for young and old.
We would anticipate a picnic style meal with
much of the food prepared in advance.
There is still much to be worked out, and yet we
are not wanting to overthink any of it. It is for
fellowship and fun, not formality. In the meantime keep the middle of August in mind. We
will make a decision very soon and issue the
“challenge” to HCLC soon.

Remember the Sabbath
O day of all the days the best,
When — laid aside each earthly care —
We meet with God’s dear saints so blest,
And in their praise and worship share.
Not by a rigid code we’re bound
With death to all who disobey;
But through God’s love within us found,
We keep this precious worship day.
—Charles W. Naylor

“Sometimes when you're in a dark place
you think you've been buried, but you've
actually been planted. Bloom!”

People of Peace
It is being said that the year of our Lord 2020 is one that will go down in history as
one tragedy after another. Old wounds are cut open. Hatred and violence are the
result. A new disease rears its head and we watch in sadness as it brings separation
and isolation, major disruption of commerce and trade, distrust and constant finger pointing in order to assign blame, and that before we even begin to speak about the sickness itself and on the rare occasion death.
It is during times like these that the people of God are called upon by Him to rise up with a different message and a different attitude of life. I am reminded of the Ten Commandments and the amazing summary of
them that can do nothing but help in these days: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all
your soul and with all your mind… and your love your neighbor as yourself.”
We are the reflection of God’s love in this world. The highest expression of that love is seen the most unlikely place, a place of violence, a place of death. It is seen in the death of Jesus on the cross. And yet in that
act of violence toward Him the wrath of God against sin is satisfied. The debt owed is paid in full. The love
of God is reconciled with the justice of God, and because of this, we have forgiveness and life.
If God has so loved us, we ought also to love. And so we do. We are made creatures of love and we share
that love with the world. We share first the love of God that brings about the reconciliation of ourselves to
God. Then we share the love of God seen in a reconciliation that brings peace with our neighbor.

The twisted nature of our world brings only heartache and division. The love of God brings healing and reconciliation. And so we pray earnestly that that peace would reign in our hearts. We pray fervently that we
might be bold to speak of peace among all of us. We pray ardently that the burden of this pandemic may be
lifted from our shoulders so that we might be agents of God’s peace all around us.
In Peace,

Pastor Barnes
The weight of hate

God’s constant creativity

Word lovers, delight! The lexicon has tongue-twisting
terms that describe hatred for just about anything.

In Isaiah 43:19, God proclaims, “See, I am doing a
new thing! Now it springs
up; do you not perceive it?”
(NIV). God’s process of creating is active and ongoing,
meaning there’s always
something new for us to notice, grasp and learn.

According to Mental Floss, if you’re a misodoctakleidist,
for example, you hate practicing the piano. Misogelasts
hate laughter, while misopogonists hate beards and
misophonists hate certain irritating sounds. There’s even
a word for someone who hates hatred (in the form of war
or strife): a misopolemist.
Some of these words may make us smile, yet hate is
deadly serious. No matter the target, hatred weighs us
down and distracts us from Godly living.
That’s why Paul instructs followers of Jesus to “put away
from you all bitterness and wrath and anger and wrangling and slander, together with all malice” (Ephesians
4:31, NRSV). Once that hateful weight is gone, we’ll be
freed up to “be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you”

“God’s will is not an abstraction,” writes Thomas
Merton in No Man Is an Island. “It is a living
concrete reality in the lives of [people], and our
souls are created to burn as flames within his
flame. The will of the Lord is not a static center
drawing our souls blindly toward itself. It is a
creative power, working everywhere, giving life
and being and direction to all things, and above
all forming and creating, in the midst of an old
creation, a whole new world which is called the
Kingdom of God.”

A Fresh New Start

Lessons from a farmer
Summer often reminds pastor Walter Wangerin Jr. of his
father-in-law, a farmer. Farmers, he writes, remember “that
we belong to the earth, and the earth belongs to God.” Recalling his father-in-law working the fields, he states,
“Surely I don’t suppose that we shall live by the horse
again, but I plead that we live on this earth with reverence.”
Because God gave people “dominion” over creation (see
Genesis 1:28), we are “God’s emblem within the universe,
God’s signature upon the work he had accomplished,”
Wangerin writes. “We were placed here to serve God by
serving the earth and so to be served by it.”
Who demonstrates that better than a farmer nurturing soil
and seeds to yield abundant harvest? “By his reverential
stance,” Wangerin concludes, “the farmer calls again for
honor to God and kindness to creation, that we dress and
till and keep it rightly.”
—based on Measuring the Days

Called to Be God's Stewards
Although we are unworthy, God calls us to be His stewards.
As God works through us, we do His will and follow His
leading. Filled with hearts wanting to please Him, we willingly accept the responsibilities that He entrusts to us. We
look for no praise or rewards. Having God's love and mercy,
we owe Him our full service. Jesus said, "So you also, when
you have done all that you were commanded, say, 'We are
unworthy servants; we have only done what was our duty" (Luke 17:10). It is our duty to be a good steward. Praise
God that He has graciously chosen us to be about His work.

Bound by grace
Grace binds you with far stronger cords than the cords of
duty or obligation can bind you. Grace is free, but when
once you take it you are bound forever to the Giver, and
bound to catch the spirit of the Giver. Like produces like,
Grace makes you gracious, the Giver makes you give.
—E. Stanley Jones

The soloist began to sing a special song during
the worship service. It was awful! She had
somehow started on the wrong note, terribly out
of tune with the accompanist. She abruptly
stopped and announced she needed a new start.
She then began anew with a beautiful addition
to the morning worship. Had she tried to limp
through the first try, people would have remembered the off-key solo. Instead, by her second
start, the congregation was assisted in their worship of the Lord.
That is the way it is with our lives, too. Our
first start in life, our birth, is awful because of
sin. We are born with a sin condition that
makes it impossible for us to please God no
matter how hard we try. We are captive to disobedience of God and His Law, to "doing it our
way," and to the passions of sin. But unlike the
soloist we often don't even recognize that we are
out of tune with God.
Then it is God Who comes to us by His Word to
show us our sin. It is He Who offers us grace
and forgiveness through faith in Jesus Christ. It
is He Who by His Holy Spirit gives us that new
start through Baptism. Through Baptism, we
are united to Christ. In Baptism, we are
cleansed from sin through Christ's atoning
death. Because Christ died for our sins, we are
baptized into the death of sin with Him, that we
may be raised to new life with Him.
Now our lives can be pleasing to God, like the
soloist's second start. Not because of our work,
but because of the power of God's gracious gift
to us, Holy Baptism.

Finding freedom
The paradox of faith is that when we conform
our lives to Christ, then we gain our true freedom. And its fruit is profound and lasting happiness.
—Vincent Nichols

General Fund information as of May 31, 2020
General Fund Balance on 5/1/2020
Receipts for May

1,804.49
13,071.21

General Fund Balance on 1/1/2020
Year-to-date receipts

14,391.60
53,772.02

Disbursements for May

11,017.69

Year-to-date disbursements

64,305.61

Balance 5/31/2020

3,858.01

Balance 5/31/2020

3,858.01

In November 2014 Voters authorized obtaining a line of credit to be used to prevent the General Fund from borrowing net new funds
added to the Dedicated Funds since 9/1/2014. No funds have been borrowed on a line of credit through 6/1/2018.

+ Christian Symbol +
Lamp
A lamp symbolizes the
Word of God: “Your word
is a lamp to my feet and a
light to my path” (Psalm
119:105). It also may represent wisdom, based on Jesus’ parable of the wise
and foolish bridesmaids (Matthew 25:1-13). Additionally, a lamp may symbolize the indwelling of the
Holy Spirit — and life itself.
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A prayer for the 4th
Lord Jesus, thou who art the way, the
truth and the life; hear us as we pray for
the truth that shall make all free. Teach
us that liberty is not only to be loved but
also to be lived. Liberty is too precious
a thing to be buried in books. It costs
too much to be hoarded. Help us see
that our liberty is not the right to do as
we please, but the opportunity to please
to do what is right.
—Peter Marshall,
before the U.S. Senate

SERVING THE LORD THIS MONTH
LAY MINISTRY
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USHERS
Roger Wheatley, Art Prouty, Mike Sheets
FINANCE COMMITTEE TEAM
Ken Drewes & Art Prouty
ALTAR GUILD
Saturday: Carol Reese – Sunday: Ron & Kathy Harder, Jan Scott
GREETERS
Marilyn Rehbein, Ron & Kathy Harder
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Whatever the weather

No matter the forecast, weather can remind us of God’s presence:
• When it’s sunny, remember that Jesus is the light of the world (John
8:12).
• When it’s cloudy, remember that God often spoke to and guided his
people from a cloud (Exodus 13:21-22.)
• During a thunderstorm, remember the thunder and lightning when
God beckoned Moses to Mount Sinai (Exodus 19:16).
• When it rains or snows, remember that God’s Word serves his purpose just as precipitation does (Isaiah 55:10-11).
• When it’s windy, remember that “a wind from God” came at Creation
(Genesis 1:2), and God’s Holy Spirit arrived at Pentecost like a
mighty wind (Acts 2:2).

Help fill our
FOOD PANTRY
We need the following:
Cereal (dry & hot)
Pancake mix & Syrup
Peanut Butter & Jelly
Can soups/Crackers
Canned Fruit
Canned meat (spam, tuna fish, chicken, beef)
Spaghetti Sauce
Boxed/Canned Dinners
Instant Rice
Instant Mashed Potatoes/Gravy mix
Powdered milk
Ravioli
Spaghetti O’s
Boxed Mac & Cheese
Diced Tomatoes
Tomato Sauce

Any non-perishable item!!
Thank you for your support,
The Board of Human Care Ministry

