PRINTS OF PEACE
December 2020
Sow the seed in Word and deed; lead and feed and give heed to human need.

Many happy returns

Somehow, not only for Christmas,
But all the long year through,
The joy that you give to others,
Is the joy that comes back to you.
And the more you spend in blessing
The poor and lonely and sad,
The more of your heart’s possessing
Returns to you glad.
—John Greenleaf Whittier

The Prints of Peace newsletter is published monthly by:
Peace Evangelical Lutheran Church, 5615 SW 14th Street, Des Moines, IA 50315
Michael Barnes, Interim Pastor (515.322.6233)
Valerie Boeck, Parish Worker
Church office: 515.285.3769
Email: peace@peacedsm.com
Website: www.Peacedsm.com
This is your newsletter. We welcome all your comments, criticism, letters, articles, questions and whatever else
you might have for the newsletter. We would like to thank all those who have contributed articles and who shared
their time for this month’s issue.

BLOOD DRIVE
Our next Blood Drive is on December 8, 2020
which is on a Tuesday from 3:00pm to 6:00pm
Our last Blood Drive for the year is coming up very soon. It will be on Tuesday, December 8, 2020 from
3:00pm to 6:00pm. We have had a very successful drive in September. Let’s have another on by asking your
friends, neighbors and family members to participate. Thanks to all who registered and participated in our
past drives.
Mark your calendars!

Approximately 10% of potential donors are not able to donate blood at one time or another, due to low hemoglobin level. If your hemoglobin is low, we encourage you to follow the steps below to increase your level
prior to your next donation.
TO INCREASE YOUR IRON, WE ENCOURAGE YOU TO CONSUME IRON RICH FOOD
 Spinach or other dark leafy vegetables
 Peas, lentils, chickpeas and soybeans
 White, red or baked beans
 Iron-fortified cereals and breads
 Red meat (especially liver) and tofu
 Fish and shellfish (especially clam, oyster and shrimp)
 Consume adequate amounts of vitamin C to aid with iron absorption
 Speak to your doctor of dietician about vitamin supplements containing iron.

Faithful Stewards of God’s Gifts
Thank You for your Commitment
We received many Commitment Forms
last Weekend. If you have need of a
Commitment Form, you can find copies
in the narthex. Please complete the
form and place it in the church office.

Your faithful and generous giving is
appreciated. Your church staff and
church leaders will do everything possible to be faithful
stewards of the money that you’ve given. God bless us as
we strive, by God’s grace, to grow as God’s stewards,
who give faithfully and generously.

2021 Offering Envelopes are ready for you.
Offering Envelopes for 2021 are
reserved for you and your family.
Please pick yours up today, they
are in the east entryway. Use
them starting 2021. Please note
that some families or individuals
may have been reassigned new
envelope numbers. Therefore,
discard any unused 2020 envelopes at the end of this year.

RENEW YOUR SUBSCRIPTION TO PORTALS OF PRAYER – It is time to renew or
begin a subscription to the Portals of Prayer.
Cost for the year for the regular edition of Portals of Prayer is $5.00 per copy and cost for
large edition Portals of Prayer is $17.00 per
copy. Let us know you want to begin or renew
your subscription to the Portals of Prayer – you
may contact the church office, 285-3769 or
note on the back of your registration card.
Please make checks out to Peace Ev. Lutheran
Church noting you are paying for a subscription
to Portals of Prayer.
If you would like to include a friend, family
member or yourself on the PRAYER CHAIN
please contact the church office – 285-3769 or
Carol Long – 371-5783.

INSTALLATION OF Rev. Michael Barnes
will be held Sunday, December 5, 2020, at 4:00
p.m.
REGULAR CONGREGATIONAL MEETING will be held Sunday, December 6, 2020, at
1:30 p.m.

The Way to Bethlehem
“Getting there is half the fun.” The process of doing something is, in itself, as enjoyable
as the end result.
When I was growing up the time from Thanksgiving to Christmas was filled with traditions that carried us
along to the goal of Christmas. Advent worship services. Setting up and decorating the tree. Bringing out all
the inside decorations. Putting up the outside decorations and driving around in the evening to see what others had done. Baking cookies. Watching Christmas specials and movies on television. Shopping for presents.
Meals at the grandparent’s house with wall to wall people and the amazing aromas coming from the kitchen.
Christmas caroling. Eggnog. The “special” eggnog. Christmas programs at the school! Christmas programs at
the church. Christmas candlelight service, at midnight, to a packed house. There is nothing quite like being
snuggled together in the pew with family and friends as the lights go down and the flame of the candles slowly filled the place. And then the singing of “Silent Night” after all have received the light. And the journey on
which traditions took us was realized in the baby wrapped in swaddling clothes and laying in a manger.
Traditions. They seem to have changed. They have changed in that they are now seen as a burden and a reason for stress. I suppose it is for that reason that many traditions have fallen away. When I was a child none of
these things seemed a burden, but rather a joy.
Somehow along the way people got lost on their way to Bethlehem. Perhaps the disappearance of the old road
signs that have crumbled in disuse, or the transforming of the traditions into a more modern interpretation
have been the problem. Or, perhaps, Bethlehem has lost its meaning. The way to Bethlehem is, or course,
more than traditions, but like the idiom “getting there is half the fun”, is a reminder to us that the joy of this
time of year is not only found in the manger, but in the journey that takes us to Him. The wonderful story of
the promise made by God. The unfolding of that story in prophecy that guides us like a star shining in the
night. The way to Bethlehem is a reminder that even in the midst of things like corona and politics and the
other troubles of life that the story of Bethlehem is as important as ever in the life of the world. The traditions,
old and new, prepare us with their comforting familiarity on our way. And the one born as Prince of Peace
still has significance in our world today.
“Let every heart prepare….” Dust off some of the old traditions, remember their true importance and meaning, and let the way to Bethlehem be filled with all the joy of its arrival.

Pastor Barnes

Peace Roof
Peace continues to save toward a goal of
replacing the church building roof. While
some minor water leaks appear to have
been fixed with caulk, the shingles continue to deteriorate. We are at $10,835 as
of October 31, 2020, working towards a
goal of $22,500 established in Spring
2020. That goal will likely need to be increased as time passes. Your offerings for
the Roof Fund, above and beyond regular
weekly/monthly offerings, are welcome.
You may use the Debt Reduction envelopes in your envelope boxes, marking
them and your checks as Roof Fund, and
place them in the offering plates.

The perfect gift
Antoine de Saint-Exupéry said, “Love does not consist in gazing at each other but in looking outward
together in the same direction.” At Christmas we celebrate God coming to earth to look outward with us in
the same direction, from our perspective and experience.
Jesus was an ordinary person: He learned to talk and
walk like any toddler, learned a trade from his father
and acquired the habits of faith from his family. In
adulthood, Jesus experienced life as we all do: the
challenge of hard work, grief at a loved one’s death,
heartache over oppression and the world’s great needs
— but also joy in celebration, fellowship with neighbors and deep friendship.
God personally knows our every experience, emotion
and need — because Jesus, while fully divine, lived
as a full human being. He has gazed at the world, life
and even death from our direction, giving us the perfect Christmas gift: love.

CHRISTMAS GIFT FOR THE CHURCH STAFF –
When you make your monetary gift to our staff at Peace
please place it in an envelope and hand it to an Elder.
Also, please designate how you would wish to have
your gifts distributed among Pastor Michael Barnes,
Valerie Boeck, our Parish Worker, our organists, Marilyn Jones, Rhonda Steward and Kathy Brammeier and
our custodian, Denise Clouse. We will present these
gifts to our staff at the 7:00pm Christmas Eve Service.
The Board of Lay Ministry

While waiting …

Faith and feelings

Advent does not lead to nervous tension stemming
from expectation of something spectacular about to
happen. On the contrary, it leads to a growing inner
stillness and joy allowing me to realize that he for
whom I am waiting has already arrived and speaks
to me in the silence of my heart.

During a Bible study on faith, Ney Bailey came
up with this definition: “Faith is taking God at his
word.” Furthermore, she was reminded that “the
word of our God endures forever” (Isaiah 40:8,
NIV).

Just as a mother feels the child grow in her and is
not surprised on the day of the birth, but joyfully
receives the one she learned to know during her
waiting, so Jesus can be born in my life slowly and
steadily and be received as the one I learned to
know while waiting.
—Henri J.M. Nouwen, The Genesee Diary

In Faith Is Not a Feeling (WaterBrook), Bailey
writes, “[Sometimes] I have felt afraid or lonely
or depressed. My heart has literally ached in anguish over circumstances of life, and in those
moments I have been the most tempted to doubt
the truth of God’s Word. But instead I chose with
my will to believe his Word. Thousands of times
my prayers have begun, ‘Lord, I feel ... but, Lord,
your Word says ....’”
Bailey counsels, “You and I can either grow accustomed to listening to our feelings, thoughts,
and circumstances, letting them control us, or
we can be in the habit of taking God at his word
despite our feelings and life experiences. ... His
Word is truer than our feelings.”

Abundant blessings
There is plenitude in God. That great fact must never be lost or obscured. We
must not exchange this immense graciousness for a few scraps of human morality or a few shopworn proverbs. God is a vast reservoir of blessing who supplies
us abundantly.
—Eugene H. Peterson, Traveling Light
General Fund information as of October 31, 2020
General Fund Balance on 10/1/2020

642.88

General Fund Balance on 1/1/2020

Receipts for October

14,393.92

Year-to-date receipts

114,707.49

Year-to-date disbursements

126,248.30

Disbursements for October
Balance 10/31/2020

12,431.01
2,605.79

Balance 10/31/2020

14,391.60

2,605.79

In November 2014 Voters authorized obtaining a line of credit to be used to prevent the General Fund from borrowing net new funds
added to the Dedicated Funds since 9/1/2014. No funds have been borrowed on a line of credit through 6/30/2019.

Qualified Charitable Distributions to
Peace Ev. Lutheran Church

(Angela Reed, CPA; member Stewardship Committee - Peace Lutheran Church)

IRA charitable donations to Peace Lutheran Church (Peace) are
an alternative to taxable required minimum distributions (RMD).
If you are age 70 1/2 or older and making donations to Peace, you
may benefit by donating RMD or other amounts from your IRA
directly to Peace. You can make a qualified charitable distribution (QCD) directly from your IRA to Peace.
Benefits:
QCD amounts to Peace count towards your RMD.
QCD amounts are exempt from federal and Iowa income tax.
QCD amounts are not part of your adjusted gross income
(AGI) for federal and Iowa income tax purposes.
1. Lower AGI may help you qualify for other tax breaks such
as lower threshold in order to deduct medical expenses.
2. May reduce taxes on your Social Security benefits.
3. May help you avoid a high- income surcharge for Medicare Part B and D premiums (which kicks in if AGI hits
certain levels).
- Charitable contributions don’t yield a tax benefit for
those individuals who no longer itemize their deductions
so those who are age 70 1/2 or older and are receiving
RMDs from IRAs may gain a tax advantage by making
annual charitable contributions to Peace via a QCD from
and IRA.

At Thrivent you are a part of something even
bigger. Through our generosity programs you
help support the congregations, communities
and causes you care about. So far in 2020,
through the Thrivent Choice® program, Peace
Lutheran Church has received $717.
If you haven’t already, take a minute to check if
you have funds to direct to Peace Lutheran
Church.

What are the Rules:
Only individuals can make QCDs.
The IRA owner must actually be at least 70 years and 6
months old on the date of the QCD.
The charitable recipient must be a qualified charitable 501c
(3) organization such as Peace.
Individuals are limited to $100,000 total QCDs per calendar
year.
QCDs may only be made from IRA’s.
If your IRA includes nondeductible contributions, QCDs are
presumed to come from the pretax portion of the account
and specifically not from the after-tax portion. This isn’t
like other IRA distributions that are done pro rata.
The check has to be made out to Peace by your IRA custodian.
QCDs are not claimed as a charitable donation if you itemize
on your tax return.
Tax Reporting:
Reporting your QCD correctly on your tax return is critical. Your
IRA custodian will report the amount of money that was distributed on Form 1099-R, but the form doesn’t specify whether it
was a withdrawal or a tax-free transfer to Peace. When filing
your tax return, report the total distribution on line 4a of your
Form 1040. Then subtract any portion that was a QCD and report
the remaining amount on line 4b, writing/noting “QCD” to explain why part of the distribution isn’t taxable. If you gave your
fill RMD to Peace and didn’t have other distributions, you would
write/note $0 on line 4b and “QCD” next to it.
Consult your personal financial adviser and tax professional before making any decisions.
C:\Angela Data\peace stewardship\Qualified Charitable Distributions to Peace Lutheran
Church.docx

Please join the LWML in our effort to support Moulton Elementary
School’s outreach for warm outerwear for their students. We are collecting items through Dec. 6. There is a large tote provided in the
east entryway of the church for your donations.
HATS & COATS are not needed.
Let us show the love of Jesus through our care and concern for these
refugee and immigrant children!

+ Christian Symbol +
Five-Pointed Star
The star of Bethlehem is often shown
as a five-pointed star. Roughly
shaped like a human being, it symbolizes Christ’s incarnation. It also
calls to mind the wise men’s journey: “After Jesus was
born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King
Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and
asked, ‘Where is the one who has been born king of
the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have
come to worship him’” (Matthew 2:1-2, NIV).
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Jan Scott
Kylie Strong
12/31
Jared Hess
Karissa Hess

Help fill our
FOOD PANTRY
We need the following:
Cereal (dry & hot)
Pancake mix & Syrup
Peanut Butter & Jelly
Can soups/Crackers
Canned Fruit
Canned meat (spam, tuna fish, chicken, beef)
Spaghetti Sauce
Boxed/Canned Dinners
Instant Rice
Instant Mashed Potatoes
Gravy mix
Powdered milk
Ravioli
Spaghetti O’s
Boxed Mac & Cheese
Diced Tomatoes
Tomato Sauce

Any non-perishable item!
Thank you for your support,
The Board of Human Care Ministry
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Linda Pool
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Jack Kramer
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Daniel & Melinda Hodges

37 years

12/13 Randy & Laura Friend

34 years

12/17 Bob & Leann Walton

37 years

12/27 Russ & Jean Twelmeyer

54 years

SERVING THE LORD THIS MONTH
LAY MINISTRY
12/5 Ron Harder
12/6 Joe Wyckoff
12/12 Troy Trevino
12/19 Chuck Helmuth
12/20 Ken Drewes
12/24 5:00pm: Troy Trevino
7:00pm: Ron Harder
12/26 Joe Wyckoff
12/31 Chuck Helmuth 7:00pm New Year’s Eve
USHERS
Ken Drewes, Mike Grubb, Ron & Kathy Harder

GREETERS
Chuck Helmuth & Mike Grubb

ALTAR GUILD
Saturday: Denise Clouse
Sunday: Ron & Kathy Harder, Jan Scott

FINANCE COMMITTEE TEAM
Roger Wheatly & Mike Grubb

FLOWERS
12/6 OPEN
12/13 Bob & Leann Walton
12/20 Denise Clouse
12/27 OPEN

ETERNAL CANDLE
12/6 Denise Clouse
12/13 Valerie Boeck
12/20 Denny & Trudy McFall
12/27 Rod & Angela Reed

Small packages, great things
The motto for Hershey’s Kisses used to be “Big
things come in small packages!” That also could be a
motto for Bethlehem, for Baby Jesus and, indeed, for
us. It’s an important message to remember when we
fear we’re too weak to fix the world’s problems, too
small to fight the gigantic terror that threatens a
loved one or too lacking in abilities we see in others.
“But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of
the little clans of Judah,” God declares through the
prophet Micah (5:2, NRSV), “from you shall come
forth for me one who is to rule in Israel.” Bethlehem
was a mere village. God’s ruler for Israel started as
an infant. His birthplace was a small stable, not a
palace or temple. But size isn’t everything. Big —
that is, great — things can come in small packages.
And thanks to the tiny baby who grew up to share
immeasurably huge love with the world, God can do
great things through you, too!

